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 On behalf of the President 

On behalf  of  the President 

Many people have sug-
gested that having just 
completed 100 terms at 
LGS at Christmas it should 
have been me that was 
taking a sabbatical rather 
than Paul! However I feel 
the complete opposite and 
regard it as a great privi-
lege to be allowed by the 
Governors to be Acting 
Headmaster for a term, and 
with that position also be-
coming your ‘Acting’ Presi-
dent. 

As I sit in Paul’s office, be-
hind me the Murray Building with its John Millward 
Extension, opened by Miranda Krestovnikoff last 
November, looks resplendent and the old science 

block has been transformed and is nearing comple-
tion as the new Physics building. Work is due to 
start shortly on similarly transforming Pullinger and 
also an extension to 
Denton to help accommo-
date the increasing demand 
we have for boarding. How-
ever it is not really the 
buildings that grab my at-
tention. In amongst this ar-
ray of buildings, a fountain 
and building site there are 
s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  o f 
boys...two sets - one of 17 
year olds and another of 13 
year olds – are playing around one of the several 
basketball hoops now around the school; there is a 
group of 11 year olds playing football, where one of 
the goals involves getting the ball through the auto-
matic doors of Murray and then there are 14 year 
olds playing cricket with a rubbish bin as a wicket. 
All of this in a quad which we describe of being of 
steel and glass with not a broken window in sight! 
This is what a boys’ school should be! 

On my desk are letters 
from Oxbridge Colleges. 
Whatever the outcome 
they all comment on the 
huge competition that now 
exists for places. The im-
pact of overseas students 
is becoming increasingly 
apparent at all of our top 
universities and we were 
delighted that 13 boys 
have achieved places and 
disappointed that 27 have-
n’t made it.  The fact that 
40 of our boys thought it 
worthwhile pursuing an 

application gives a fair indication of the continued 
academic success at the school. The introduction of 
the A* grade at A2 level has enabled greater differ-
entiation at the top end and our boys have re-
sponded accordingly with over 25% of all grades at 
this level last summer. Consequently we maintain 
90% of our boys going to Russell Group or equiva-
lent universities. 

Also on my desk is the ‘Loughburian’ of 1879, pur-
chased after a bidding war 
on eBay! What is most re-
markable about it – and 
one of 1881 which was 
purchased with it – is that 
we didn’t know they ex-
isted as our archive started 
with Number 1, which was 
published in 1888. Back 
then the school had just 
expanded from 85 to 130 
pupils and in addition to 

the Headmaster, John Colgrove, there were 6 other 
members of staff. It describes itself as ‘An annual 
record of Work and Play’. You will gather from what 

I have written that 133 years on very little has al-
tered ...the school is about providing ‘Work and 
Play’, something I like to think at which we continue 
to excel. 

by John Weitzel 

the huge competition that now exists 
for places  

the increasing demand we have  
for boarding 

The old Science block transformed 

The Loughburian of 1879 
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 Roger Perrett 

 Chairman 

From the Chairman 

125 years endur-
ing! It is not 500 
years but it is still 
quite an achieve-
ment. I hope that 
OLs will take the 
opportunity to 
help us celebrate 
at one or more of 
our events dur-
ing the course of 
2012.  
I have really en-
joyed my time as 
Chair over the past 12 months. The number of OLs 
reconnecting with each other through our events 
programme continues to grow and I am delighted to 
report that the future of the Association is looking 
very bright indeed. Our collaboration with the Old 
Girls’ Association continues and goes from strength 
to strength. 
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all 
those serving on the OLA Committee and to Susie 

and her team at the Development Office (Eloise, 
Mark and Zoe), for helping to deliver such a full and 
successful programme of events over the past year. 
The person that keeps the ‘wheels turning’ at the 
Association, often behind the scenes, is Neil Row-
botham. Neil works tirelessly on our behalf and I am 
extremely grateful to him for all the support that he 
continues to give.  
I hope that OLs will find the time to explore our new 
website at www.olaoga.com. We have tried to make 
it as user-friendly as possible. It is an excellent 
place to check up on forthcoming OLA/school 
events and review feedback from attendees. The 
ability to book and pay for events online is a huge 
step forward. Call me old-fashioned but I still main-
tain that Facebook and Linkedin, although ex-
tremely useful, are no substitute for ‘face-to-face’. 
Our events programme covers the full age spec-
trum and it is great to see past teachers, recent 

leavers  and 
slightly more 
senior OLs, who 
share a common 
bond and heri-
tage, sharing 
memories and 
enjoying time 
together.   
I am really 
pleased that in 
our 125th year, 
we are getting 
such a positive 

response from OLs to the many varied initiatives 
that we have underway.  One of my key objectives 
as Chairman has been to help improve the links 
between current boys at the school and OLs who 
can offer careers insight through sharing first-hand 
‘on the job’ experience. In these tough days of aus-
terity, it is more important than ever for boys to 
make the right career choices and this assistance 
could make all the difference. Many thanks to all 
those who have completed and returned the ca-
reers questionnaires that we despatched in recent 
weeks: we have had an overwhelming response 
and we are working hard to establish an efficient 
link between the careers department at the school 
and OLs who are willing to help. If you have not had 
an opportunity to complete and return a question-
naire, it is not too late. Please visit 
www.olaoga.com and click on the OLA tab on the 
top menu or contact our Secretary. 
To commemorate the 125th anniversary of the OLA, 

the Committee has agreed to pay for a clock, which 
will be displayed in the fabulous new Sixth Form 
Common Room – a room that is much more im-
pressive than the one I used to frequent. This is 
one of a number of initiatives that we are undertak-
ing to increase awareness of the OLA amongst 
Sixth Formers. 
We have significantly increased our commitments 

collaboration with  
the Old Girls’ Association  

goes from strength to strength 

to establish an efficient link  
between the careers department 

at the school and OLs 

20 Year Reunion  
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over recent years and this inevitably has cost impli-
cations. Following a review of our financing, I am 
pleased to confirm that we have been able to put 
arrangements in place to meet our anticipated fund-
ing requirements and provide an excellent platform 
for the future. This would not have been possible 
without the support and encouragement of the 
school Governors, to whom we are very grateful. 
We have two retirees from the OLA Committee who 
have given considerable service to the Association 
over many years. Our thanks go to Trevor Kirkman 

and Achilleas Hatjiosif for sparing the time to help 
guide the Association through a period of consider-
able change. 
Finally, thank you to Tony Cox, our Editor, Ed 
Thorpe, our Assistant Editor, and to all those who 
have contributed to this magazine. The world seem-
ingly grows ever-smaller and through modern com-
munications, OLs in the most far-flung places can 
still keep in touch and continue to enjoy being part 
of the extended OLA family.  

From the Chairman 

 

Tony Cox 
honeditorola@googlemail.com From the Editor 

Editor 

the days of Empire, young men went out from 
Loughborough to rule vast swathes of the globe, 
often simply on the basis of their experience as pre-
fects and monitors in our own school. Today Matt 
Birks, writing from western Canada, refers to “the 
way LGS instilled in me the reckless tendency to try 
things for which I am entirely unqualified” and as 
one who finds himself editing this magazine on the 
basis of a Theology degree of 44 years ago, I can 
only echo Matt’s sentiment! 
In our own straightened times, it is chastening to 
read the obituary of Wilfred Atkin who attended 
LGS in the decade before WW2. His story reminds 
us of the determination of all parents to get the best 
education for their sons whatever the sacrifice. To-
day the work of the Development Office in promot-
ing the Burton Bursaries “to help the next genera-
tion go further in life” deserves all our support. 
Do not miss the feature on “Our Forgotten Sports”. 
Rowing, cycling and shooting have brought LGS 
considerable success down the years and yet now 
they are almost forgotten. Rowing in particular has 
over 130 years of history at LGS and yet we have 
only scant records. Come on rowers - tell us more! 
The focus for our magazine in 2013 will be OLs 
and the Law. If you are a policeman, magistrate, 
solicitor, barrister or High Court judge - we need to 
hear from you! The deadline for contributions is 
February 14th 2013. Don’t wait to be asked - send 
in your story!  

continued 

Chairman 

Welcome to your 2012 edition of the Old 
Loughburian!  This is your magazine and can only 
flourish if you are willing to contribute your news, 
your achievements or your experience. The suc-
cess or otherwise of this edition depends on what 
almost a hundred of you have offered and for that, 
as Editor, I am immensely grateful. 
I must also acknowledge my debt to Ed Thorpe 
without whose Old Boys’ Notes this magazine 
would have been much the poorer.  Thanks are 
also due to Roger Willson for the tireless research 
which gives us his Anniversaries Section, the spar-
kling photography of Dave Evans, backed up by the 
assistance of those in the Development Office, the 
wise advice of Neil Rowbotham, and finally the as-
tonishing energy and tolerance of John Weitzel who 
seems to be able to run a school, answer endless 
enquiries and write 500 words at the drop of a hat. 
To all these I am deeply indebted..  
In this Olympic year when the world comes to Lon-
don, the Old Loughburian Magazine goes out to the 
world. Our records show over 250 OLs living 
around the world and in these pages you will find 
reflected the lives and achievements of a sample of 
them from Seattle to Singapore, from Beijing to Bra-
zil, from Sydney to San Francisco.  
Roger Willson in his fascinating review of the 
school in 1912 reflects on “OLs travelling to distant 
parts of the world with their jobs – Valparaiso, The 
Malay States, Bombay, Lagos”. A century ago, in 
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LGS International!! 

Feature 

Edited by Tony Cox 

After LGS I at-
tended Naval 
College in the 
Lake District for just over two 
years and, having qualified 
as a Radio and Electronics 
Officer, spent the next five 
years with the Merchant 
Navy in the Arctic Ocean. In 
1976 I joined the offshore 
drilling industry and, five 
years later, was promoted to 
Electrical Supervisor with 
responsibility for all the electronics installed on a 
floating drilling rig. This was the start of an extremely 
varied career as an Engineering Specialist which 
has lasted until today, taking me to Indonesia, Bor-
neo, Malaysia, Singapore, Dubai, and India, 

(sometimes for months) as well as 
Texas and Brazil. Working this way 
has given me time to meet local peo-
ple without being classed as a tourist 
and to get a much wider viewpoint of 
the world we live in. I now work and 
reside in Brazil, as my wife is 
Brazilian.  

Until recently I 
was based in 
London working 

on BP projects offshore An-
gola. The scale and complex-
ity of these projects is en-
thralling as costs are in the 
multiples of billions and draw 
on cutting-edge technology. 
Nine years after meeting a 
lovely Convent girl, I married 
Charlotte in 2010. Charlotte 
and I have most recently 

moved to Houston, Texas where I have taken up a 
role in BP Planning and Performance Management. 
Texas is indeed the home of the Rodeo and the 
pick-up truck but its charms run deeper. Every city 
offers something unique from museums to music or 
sports and everything brims with 
local pride. We have found that 
Southern hospitality is certainly no 
hollow statement and have proba-
bly become tiresome in our recom-
mendation of the southern states…
except for the summer, when it 
gets HOT! 

It has been 
good to hear 
from Jason 
Cimurs who 
has spent the 
last 3 years as 
an accountant 
in a law firm in 

the British Virgin Islands. The 
BVI are a group of around 50 
islands located in the Caribbean near Puerto Rico. 
There are around 25,000 inhabitants, with the most 
famous probably being Richard Branson. There is a 
British Governor appointed by the Queen on the ad-
vice of the British Government. Defence and Foreign 
Affairs remain the responsibility of the United King-
dom. The territory is an offshore financial centre, de-
riving roughly fifty percent of its income from finan-
cial services and fifty percent from tourism - and why 
not with summer temperatures around 32 ºC and 
winter temperatures 
dropping down as low 
as 24 ºC!    

After Oxford I 
went to Brazil 
with the South 
American Mis-
sionary Soci-
ety and have 
been here ever 
since. My wife 
Tamara is Brazilian. We have a 
20 month old daughter 

(Rebekah) and our son, Mateus Jacob was born in 
January. I'm assistant minister in the Anglican Ca-
thedral here in Joao Pessoa, NE Brazil, though my 
main function is teaching in our theological college, 
conference work, writing etc.  
On the day that statistics were published boasting 
further growth in the Brazilian economy (overtaking 
the UK) I was distributing food parcels with a group 
of parishioners at our local church plant ‘El Shaddai’. 
The plant has about 30 adult members and about 80 
children. Like many city slum dwellers these people 
usually get just one meal a day, so the weekly mate-
rial support from our Cathedral has been a lifeline.  

Alan March (1963-68) 
Brazil 

When Brazil is mentioned, most 
people think of Carnival. The 
Carnival celebrations last for four 
days. The whole country shuts 
down and the street parties start. 
The heart of Carnival is Samba, 
when different Samba Schools 
compete in the Sambadrome 
with the amazing floats.   
For others, Brazil means the 
Amazon but along the South At-
lantic coastline is an area called 
the Atlantic Rain Forest, which 
has more rare plants and ani-
mals than the Amazon. This area 
is under even greater threat, not 
from logging, but from the en-
croachment of human occupa-
tion. 

Marcus Throup (1990-97) 
Brazil 

Jason Cimurs (1983-90) 
British Virgin Islands 

Alan March 

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 

Ian Spafford (1995-2002) 
USA 
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24 Years after 
leaving LGS 
that was more 
than half my life ago!) I never 
imagined that I would be liv-
ing in Singapore with my fam-
ily, Julia and two girls, Imo-
gen (7) and Isadora (6). Asia 
has been a strong driver of 
growth for many companies 
and the company I work for 
(Allergan) is no different. I am 
the Regional President for 
Asia Pacific, leading teams from across a region 
spanning Japan, China, Korea, India and Australia 
among other countries. The work is interesting – lots 
of travel and working in varied cultures and we are 
enjoying lots of success. Allergan is a pharmaceuti-

cal company with about half of our 
business focused on diseases of the 
eye, the other half is manufacturing 
and selling aesthetic treatments 
such as breast implants and Botox! 
Funnily enough no-one ever wants 
to discuss the eyecare products 
when you go to dinner parties! 

 

LGS International!! 

Feature 

continued 

My career be-
g a n  i n 
Loughborough 

in 1961 at the appropriately 
named Whiffen & Sons Ltd 
(already part of Fisons) and 
was to continue for 39 fasci-
nating years. Those years in-
cluded five mergers and take-
overs in a growing multina-
tional (Fisons, FBC, Schering 
AG, AgrEvo and Aventis) and 
experience in Research and 

Development, pilot plant, production plant and works 
management, global purchasing (Berlin for 7 years 
from 1989), international production and logistics, 
culminating with the posting to Hong Kong as head 
of supply chain Asia Pacific from 1996-2000. Those 
years required increasing travel, 
with trips to some 48 countries.  I 
learnt German in Berlin, but never 
mastered Chinese! I had the oppor-
tunity in 2001 to found a company 
in Hong Kong (ConsulTra Interna-
tional Ltd.) along with a Hong Kong 
Chinese business partner.  

I left LGS in 
1988, heading 
to York Uni-
versity to read 
E c o n o m i c s 
and then to 
London to try 
the Law. While 

I loved London, I was less en-
amoured with a career in Law 
and only realized that I could live without both when 
we moved to Singapore. It was a major leap of faith, 
but one that I have no regrets about at all. Living 
abroad is something that I would advocate everyone 
should experience if they have the opportunity. In 
Singapore I now recruit lawyers for international law 
firms, banks and multinational corporations having 
established my own search firm in 2006. Business is 
a lot more personal here than in the UK – it’s still 
competitive but a lot friendlier. 13 years and three 
children later, I find it 
difficult to imagine life in 
any different way. 

After 13 or so 
years as a 
transactional 
capital markets 
lawyer, docu-
menting bond 
and share is-
sues, both in a 
law firm and a bank, I’ve re-
cently moved within the bank to 

become Chief Operating Officer of Wholesale Bank-
ing Legal and Compliance. It basically means that 
I’m part of the management team of the legal and 
compliance department. I work for Standard Char-
tered Bank, which is UK incorporated but our busi-
ness is mainly Asia, Middle East and Africa. My role 
is global - although our board of directors and many 
group functions sit in London, our real business 
headquarters is here in Singapore. We were one of 
the only international banks that wasn’t affected too 
badly by the crisis (mainly because we don’t really 
have any business in the West), so things continue 
to go well. 

Ian Bell (1981-88) 
Singapore 

Ben Bowden (1984-91) 
Singapore 

Ashish Raivadera (1981-88)      
Singapore 

Life in Asia is dynamic and differ-
ent both in terms of style and 
substance. Fortunately almost 
everything is done in English, but 
it is a proper melting pot of sev-
eral races and religions that live 
together in relative harmony. 
Singapore is also a great place 
to bring up young children – 
home-help is readily available 
and the place is very safe, clean 
and super-efficient. Some of the 
most exotic beach destinations 
are also on our doorstep, and we 
are the gateway to Australia and 
New Zealand. We have seen 
many LGS folk come through 
here – and hope for  many more. 

 

Keith West (1950-58) 
Hong Kong 

Ashish Raivadera  

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 
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LGS International!! 

Feature 

continued 

I live near Seat-
tle with my wife, 
two children, 
eight chickens, seven 
horses, three cats, two 
dogs and a hamster, 
where we all enjoy every-
thing the Pacific Northwest 
has to offer including the 
stunning Alpine scenery, 
nearby snow and water 
skiing, and great local sea-
food and wines. All this 
comes from a life spent developing route planning 
and mapping software, including Expedia Streets 
and Trips, Encarta World Atlas and Microsoft Map-
Point as well as video editing software with Microsoft 
and Panasonic. After leaving Microsoft I spent two 

years establishing and managing an 
engineering team for Ancestry.com, 
three years consulting, and I am cur-
rently working with Charles Simonyi 
on a new project at Intentional Soft-
ware. Then there are 15 patents and 
a Guinness World Record (World’s 
Fastest Music Video Production)! 

Life on the edge 
of the Canadian 
Rockies is treat-

ing us well. My wife Jill and I 
were lucky enough to have a 
beautiful baby girl, Zoë, in 
2010 and she keeps us on 
our toes. We came to Calgary 
in 2006 and I took a position 
running a Business Intelli-
gence team with consulting 
firm Accenture. I travelled 
fairly extensively with them 
until a couple of years ago 

when I started my own firm. It's entrepre-slavery of 
course but I enjoy the freedom. LGS instilled in me a 
reckless tendency to try things for which I am en-
tirely unqualified. I’ve also started a spin-off business 
based out of Seattle, publishing 
curriculum material for US schools. 
Finding clients is always a chal-
lenge but the huge scale of North 
America means niche businesses 
have significant distribution oppor-
tunities when compared to the rela-
tively smaller market in the UK. 

A f t e r 
graduating, 
I set my 
sights on 
B a n f f , 
Canada. I 
f o u n d 
s o m e -

where to live with other 
like-minded young Brits 
and set off for an 8 month winter season - working at 
one of the ski resorts. Three years later I am a quali-
fied snowboard instructor, been a retail supervisor for 
an international company, worked as a labourer and 
even a chef for a national restaurant chain. Person-
ally I have moved to a vegan diet and now enjoy 
practising yoga. All this in the Canadian mountains! 
Most recently I took a trip to Los Angeles, California, 
and a two month film acting course. I am now con-
templating a move from the mountains to the big city, 
as auditioning in Toronto 
beckons! I can only hope 
my dream will last! 

After graduat-
ing, I went to 
Washington 
University in 
St. Louis 
where I com-
pleted my 
Ph.D. in Com-
parative Literature. I moved 
from literary study to technol-

ogy management and I am currently working at Get-
tysburg College as the Associate Vice President for 
Information Technology. Gettysburg College is a pri-
vate liberal arts college which reminds me frequently 
of LGS. Like LGS, the College educates the whole 
person and in addition to a great academic reputa-
tion we have strong athletic and co-curricular pro-
grams and a strong service ethic. My favourite pro-
jects  are those where I get to work closely with stu-
dents.  I am currently leading a team of Art and 
Computer Science students to develop an iPad app 
that will help children born with cleft lip and palate 
practise making the common sounds of speech. 

There’s a culture of social re-
sponsibility in Western Canada 
and almost everyone gives time 
or support to various community 
causes. To an extent, the large 
charity and non-profit sector here 
is the equivalent of the UK’s wel-
fare system. On balance, we 
prefer the Canadian system be-
cause it encourages personal 
responsibility and social enter-
prise. The weather can be brutal. 
The lowest winter temperature 
we have experienced so far was 
-33oC. On the upside, the closest 
ski resort in Banff has deep pow-
der for most of the season be-
tween October and April. . 
 

Gavin Foster (1979-86) 
USA 

Josh Lockwood (1999-2006) 
Canada 

Matt Birks 

Matt Birks (1982-89) 
Canada 

Ian Mercer (1975-82) 
USA 

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 
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LGS International!! 

Feature 

continued 

Two children and 15 years after 
graduating from Birmingham Uni-
versity Medical School, my wife 
Maggie and I  decided to leave my 
work in General Practice in the Mid-
lands and emigrate to Australia to 
try an alternative to the NHS. So 
2012 finds us living a very different lifestyle on the 
Central Coast north of Sydney. When not at work I 
am rarely out of shorts and flip-flops, the beach is 
only five minutes walk away and the kids are learn-
ing Japanese and surfing(!) at school. I am working 
at a local General Practice which is a curious mix of 
same-but-different when compared to the UK.  The 
patients have generally the same sort of ailments as 
they did in the UK (apart from more 
spider bites here!) but doctors are in 
short supply so it is busier. Some of 
the Medicare rules (the state health 
insurance scheme) are rather com-
plex but overall I am finding the 
Government here interferes less in 
GPs' working practices. 

I had the 
opportu-
nity to 
study at 
the Uni-
v e r s i t y 
of Syd-
ney in 

2006, following four 
years of study at UCL.  I 
felt really at home in Sydney the whole time I was 
studying, quickly made a lot of new friends and em-
braced the Australian lifestyle.  After completing my 
Masters Degree at Sydney University, I realised that 
it would be fairly straight forward to gain permanent 
residency in Australia.  I decided to pursue this and 
found a job teaching French and German in an inde-
pendent boys’ school on Sydney's North Shore.  I 
now find myself about to start my fifth year working 
at this school, a property owner and an Australian 
citizen.  I guess you 
could say I have be-
come very settled. 

After school I 
joined the 
RAF on a 
c o m m i s s i o n 
as a navigator 
and served in 
Canada, Cy-
prus and Sin-
gapore. After twelve years I re-
turned to civilian life with a wife 

and young daughter. We settled in New Zealand 
where I trained as an Air Traffic Control Officer. I 
spent three years at Hamilton Airport and, now with 
three daughters, moved to Auckland International 
Airport where, during twenty six years, I held posi-
tions of Regional Training Officer and later Watch 
Supervisor. After a brief retirement I went back to 
Auckland Airport as an Airfield Safety Officer before 
retiring properly.  My wife and I have both helped our 
local hospice for more than ten years.  I am now 
secretary/treasurer of a Senior Citizens Association, 
with over 200 members, where we play indoor bowls 
twice a week and organize trips and other activities.  

I left the United Kingdom  in 1999 to 
work for L’OREAL in their interna-
tional marketing team at the head 
office in Paris, where I spent five fan-
tastic years soaking up the local cul-
ture, travelling throughout Europe 
and playing rugby for the British 

Rugby Club of Paris. After meeting my wife Lucie in 
Paris, we moved to Sydney in 2004.  I continued to 
work in the cosmetics industry until joining Google 
Australia in 2011. In my role as National Sales Man-
ager I work closely with News Corporation and Fair-
fax Media – two companies navigating enormous 
change as they evolve and adapt to changing tech-
nologies and their impact on the way consumers 

consume media. My wife and I have 
a son, Paul (two years old) who like 
all little Australians prefers to run 
around without his shoes on! My two 
brothers, James (’84-’91) and An-
drew (’90-’98) live close by, so we 
enjoy catching up at weekends with 
our respective families.  

New Zealanders are still proud of 
our clean green image, despite a 
spate of natural disasters. Christ-
church is being shaken daily by 
shocks up to magnitude five and 
there have been thousands of af-
tershocks all told.  We also had 
the Pike River Mine disaster in 
which 29 men lost their lives, 
floods in some areas and near 
droughts in others, even tornadoes 
near Auckland. Then there was 
the grounding of the cargo ship 
Rena and the subsequent oil spill 
onto our beautiful beaches. But 
New Zealand remains a very 
pleasant place in which to live, 
work and retire .… and to win the 
World Cup!! Mike Duggan 

Mike Duggan  (1948-53) 
New Zealand 

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 

Richard Winstanley (1995-2000)
Australia 

James Wolstenholme (1984-91)
Australia 

Richard Wolstenholme (1986-93) 
Australia 

Richard, James and Andrew 
Wolstenholme 
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LGS International!! 

Feature 

continued 

For many of my 
friends and ac-
q u a i n t a n c e s 
Belgium is “Europe’s best 
kept secret” – it just needs 
half decent weather! My 
experience has been posi-
tive. Since retiring, I have 
lived in the Flemish com-
mune of Tervuren, less 
than ten miles from the city 
centre. The appeal is the 
international flavour of the 
life style. My immediate 
neighbours include Canadian,  Portuguese, English 
and Belgian families and just for good measure 
Prince Laurent, the younger son of King Albert is 
also a neighbour. My social group includes, in addi-

tion, a range of nationalities - Ameri-
can, German, Italian, Spanish, Swiss 
and Turkish. I am a member of a lo-
cal golf club which is only 20 minutes 
away by car and until recently I was 
a fully qualified overseas cricket um-
pire participating in the flourishing 
Belgian Cricket Federation league.  

Since obtaining 
a Business de-
gree from New-

castle University, I have worked 
in the Marketing industry involv-
ing  such household products 
as Heineken, Tango and even 
Cup-a-soup! I met a Dutch girl 
on the slopes in Austria around 
eight years ago, and so moved 
over to Amsterdam in 2006. I 
still live here with her now, but 
for the last year or so I have 
been commuting from Amster-

dam to Moscow on a weekly basis, working in an 
advertising agency upon the largest brand in Russia, 
a telecoms provider called MTS. I have a reasonable 
grasp of Dutch, but as yet my Russian doesn't 
stretch much further than 
"speciba". Alongside a healthy air 
miles account (and a pretty un-
healthy carbon footprint) this has 
given me an insight into two differ-
ent cultures and the ways in which 
they are coping with the current 
economic situation.  

Following 
University 
I got a job 
in the City 
a s  a 
m o n e y -
b r o k e r , 
speak ing 

French every day, all day 
long, to brokers and banks 
in Paris. Then I did a two-year spell working as a 
money-broker in Paris for a French company. After 
18 years of getting up before I went to bed I decided 
to go back to university and did a PGCE. This led to 
me teaching French in secondary schools. During 
my time teaching I became involved with some 
leather care products and began marketing them in 
the UK at major stores, shopping centres and exhibi-
tions. Ten years ago, with my Polish wife and our 
two children, we decided to move to Poland where 
we import and distribute 
the same leather care 
products.  

 On the 
auspicious 
date of 
08 /08 /08 , 
w i t h i n 
months of 
turning 30 
and getting 
married, my wife and I 
moved out to Paris. Estelle is 

French, but would prefer to live in Britain. I am Brit-
ish but love living between Paris and London. I was 
to take up a position with worldwide ad agency 
BBDO running Procter & Gamble’s relationship-
marketing programme and Estelle was to make cos-
tumes for the French Opera and fashion houses. 
Having headed into the London advertising industry 
at the age of 22, I had abandoned languages in fa-
vour of ads and websites. But it’s funny how seren-
dipitous life is. For me, serendipity manifested itself 
in the form of a French wife, whom I met in a house 
share in London and then in the form of a transfer to 
Paris with work and now a one year-old daughter. 

Paris is still a city of romance and 
poetic beauty but there is a sense 
of anxiety amongst the French 
about the place of their once 
great nation in an increasingly 
“global” world. In 1998 they were 
football ‘Champions du Monde’ 
and still battling vehemently to 
preserve their language, wine 
and intellect from slow erosion. 
Ten years later, they had admit-
ted defeat against the invasion of 
English, were publicly confused 
about what ‘French-ness’ meant 
and their once cherished notion 
of ‘solidarity’ seemed bizarrely 
twisted, cited in defence of indi-
vidual rights and comforts rather 
than the collective.   

Owain Cleary (1989-96) 
France 

Mark Fordham (1969-76) 
Poland 

Owain Cleary 

Tim Sollis (1988-95) 
The Netherlands 

Hector Doel (1944-54) 
Belgium 

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 
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LGS International!! 

Feature 

continued 

I am currently a 
Senior Manager 
at NetApp, Inc., 

located in Sunnyvale which is 
40 miles south of San Fran-
cisco. This is in the heart of 
"Silicon Valley". I've been 
here for 18 years, after work-
ing in England for only nine 
years before emigrating. Af-
ter university I worked in the 
defence industry (Marconi in 
Chelmsford, then STC in Har-
low) developing hardware 

and software for military radios. Nortel bought STC 
and so I moved into developing hardware and soft-
ware for mobile telecommunications, which gave me 
the opportunity to move abroad (Nortel was a Cana-
dian company). I was promoted 
from engineer to senior manager 
but then the "Internet Boom" 
bombed. Like so many people at 
Nortel, I was made redundant 
(along with my whole team). After 
six months, I found a job at NetApp 
where I have been ever since. 

Eleven  years 
after graduat-
ing from Cam-
bridge, I de-
cided to leave 
the comfort of 
New York as 
Vice President 

of Business Development for 
Boots and set up my own busi-
ness, Excelsior Beauty, to import European & Asian 
beauty products to mainstream US stores. I became 
based in Omaha, Nebraska, where I have really en-
joyed the vibrant, growing community and found my-
self starting various other businesses over the years. 
After getting married in 2010 to my wonderful wife, 
Brook (a former Miss Nebraska) we started Omaha 
Fashion Week which is now in its fifth year with over 
90 designers, 400 models, 1500 participants and 
6,000+ attendees annually. It's fair to say that with 
this and various charita-
ble board commitments 
we keep very busy.  

I am working 
in Atlanta, 
Georgia for 
The Carter 
C e n t e r ' s 
C o n f l i c t 
Resolu t ion 
Programme, 
focusing on South Sudan. It is 
very close to achieving its 

goal of eradicating Guinea Worm Disease. In the 
1980s there were over 3.5 million cases. Now only 
around 1100 remain. Unfortunately, 90% of these 
cases are in volatile regions in the northern states of 
South Sudan, where armed opposition groups are 
fighting. This has resulted in the displacement of 
many hundreds of thousands of civilians, some of 
whom are likely to have Guinea Worm Disease and 
who in turn could spread it across the region once 
more. My own role is to help the Carter Center medi-
ate between the armed opposition and the central 
government in the hope of enabling aid workers to 
reach those last remaining cases. 

I had been 
working in the 
City at Lehman 
Brothers until their bank-
ruptcy (quite an experience 
being on the inside) and 
was fortunate to be re-
employed by the Japanese 
bank Nomura as they took 
over the European arm of 
the company. Nomura 
wanted to build up their US 
office and so we relocated 
to New York in 2009. My 
partner moved to New York at the same time – 
which was lucky as we’d only celebrated our Civil 
Partnership a few months earlier!  We moved into a 
30th floor apartment in Manhattan and it took a few 

weeks not to feel dizzy when looking 
down to the street! My office forms part 
of ‘World Financial Center’ and my 
windows overlook the World Trade 
Center Memorial (the former ‘Ground 
Zero’). That felt quite eerie to begin 
with but now it’s great to see the new 
Freedom Tower rising into the skyline. 

Omaha, Nebraska is a great little 
city in an understatedly interesting 
part of the world. Along with New 
Zealand, it has the most down to 
earth and friendly people that I 
have come across on my travels to 
fifty-plus countries. People from 
Omaha are pioneers with the state 
being settled just 160 years ago as 
the key hub in the centre of the 
national rail network connecting 
the East and Western parts of the 
USA. Omaha was the place where 
settlers, about to make their for-
tune in the Wild West, would stock 
up on provisions from the numer-
ous warehouses so it’s always had 
an entrepreneurial mindset.  

Nick Hudson 

Sunil Suri (2001-08) 
USA 

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 

Nick Hudson  (1983-90) 
USA 

Jonathan Crowther (1975-80) 
USA 

James Hardisty (1988-93) 
USA  
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LGS International!! 

Feature 

continued 

I have spent the 
six years since 
g r a d u a t i o n 
building a career in strategic 
brand communications in 
China, working mainly in the 
automotive sector with brands 
such as Mercedes-Benz,  
BMW and Jaguar. Having 
worked on the consulting side 
with small agencies and with 
one of the world’s top brand-
ing agencies, I now manage a 
leading German experiential marketing agency in 
Beijing. We create premium, high-level brand experi-
ences for instance for global new product launches, 
driving experiences, promotions, digital/interactive 
experiences and more. China being the biggest auto-

motive market in the world and grow-
ing, this keeps me quite busy! I live in 
a wonderful apartment near Beijing’s 
central business district with my Ger-
man girlfriend where we try to create 
our own green oasis on our roof ter-
race, surrounded by a mass of con-
crete and steel skyscrapers. 

After university I 
worked with an 
agency which 

specialized in supplying tempo-
rary staff for catering at ban-
queting events. During this time 
I was involved in events such 
as the Rugby World Cup and 
the Madonna World Tour. With 
this experience, I came back to 
Hong Kong and worked for the 
East Asian Games 2009. It was 
the largest sporting event held 

by Hong Kong. I went on to pursue further education 
after the Games, studying for a Master of Computer 
Science of the University of Hong Kong. At the same 
time I have started community service as I got to 
know some volunteers during the Games. The 
Games would be very difficult to 
run without their aid. By the end of 
2011 I have achieved a Gold Award 
for over 250 hours of volunteer work 
during the past year. I have recently 
taken up a post in the government 
sector as I am aiming to continue to 
serve the community. 

A f t e r  I 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Brunel 
in 2005, I 
went to 
Hong Kong 
for a holiday 
and I have 

been here ever since! I 
started to teach as a means 
to make ends meet, but then started to enjoy it. So I 
enrolled for a Masters in Education and worked for 
an international school in Hong Kong. Finally, in 
2010, I set up my own school called Babington Edu-
cation. Though registered as a school, it's operating 
as a learning centre that provides extra-curricular 
English language programmes for children from one 
year old to the end of primary. Now, we have almost 
300 children who come to Babington weekly. We are 
planning for the expansion of Babington by setting 
up another centre in 
another location in 
Hong Kong. 

A f t e r 
graduating 
in IT  from 
Aston Uni-
versity I 
ended up 
working for 
Marks and 
Spencer but soon got the 
itch to set up my own busi-

ness. That was ten years ago. A lot has happened 
since then. We’ve grown our business into an inter-
national company providing ‘Fraud Prevention’ soft-
ware to retailers around the globe. As the company 
has grown I’ve had the opportunity to visit interesting 
and exciting places, working with some of the largest 
organizations in the world. Three years ago the busi-
ness expanded into America and I was given the 
task of heading up the expansion plans, which is 
why I now live in Southern California. Having grown 
up in Nottingham, all I can say is that it is a big differ-
ence to live by the beach and wake up to 360 days 
of sunshine a year. No, I’m not complaining! 

China is as exciting, fast-moving 
and dynamic as all the media 
reports suggest but on the other 
hand the masses, the pollution, 
the traffic and the politics can 
sometimes turn the simplest task 
into the most difficult one. The 
developments here since my first 
visit some eleven years ago 
have been astonishing and not 
all of them for the good. The 
2008 Olympics were an unfor-
gettable highpoint that brought 
out the best in Beijing. It will be 
interesting to see how the coun-
try develops through the next 
few years, though difficult to pre-
dict a clear path that it will take. 

Nathan Smith (1988-95) 
USA 

Clifford Wan (1996-2003) 
Hong Kong 

Jonathan Turner 

Matthew Yuen (1994-2001) 
Hong Kong 

Jonathan Turner (1997-2000)  
China 

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 
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LGS International!! 

Feature 

continued 

I have been a 
staff member of 
the United Na-

tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees since 1993. Since 
that time, I have been posted 
to Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Northern Uganda, Chad and 
undertaken many operational 
missions to different regions 
of the world including Bangla-
desh, Burundi, Ethiopia, Hun-
gary, Lebanon, Liberia, 

Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda and 
other African and Central Asian countries. I consider 
the Bosnian experience as the most challenging and 
rewarding, as I was posted to Sarajevo as the Senior 
Liaison Officer to NATO (SFOR) from UNHCR and 
worked alongside the Senior Com-
manders of SFOR. As you can 
imagine, the challenges in return-
ing refugees to their homes and 
creating a new country were many 
but most rewarding. For the mo-
ment I am based in Geneva, work-
ing on global staffing issues.  

For nearly 22 years 
now I have been at 
Groningen in the 
Netherlands as 
Professor of Euro-
pean Law, running 
a large and active 
department, and 

being not unduly kept off the 
streets by writing books, articles 
and opinions; my last book was with OUP on EU 
Law of Free Movement of Goods and Customs Un-
ion. Groningen is a town of nearly 200,000 people, 
with the second-oldest university in the Netherlands, 
which celebrates its 400th anniversary in 2014. Not 
a patch of course on LGS as a Grand Old Lady! I get 
quite a few students from the UK on Erasmus pro-
grammes or following our English-language LLB or 
LLM programmes. I also teach at the College of 
Europe in Bruges - great fun: really the very best 
students in European 
Law - good English and 
French are essential.  

Most of my 
p r o f e s -
sional life 
has been 
s p e n t 
working in 
developing 
countries, 
undertaking research that 
can be used to improve 

health services so that women are less likely to die 
while giving birth and they have the number of chil-
dren they want when they want them. Living and 
working in Africa, there is also a huge focus on ad-
dressing HIV and AIDS, both through trying to pre-
vent its spread and helping those living with HIV to 
survive and have longer, healthier lives.  We moved 
to Nairobi 20 years ago and we love the place so 
much we’ve built a house here. Currently I’m respon-
sible for coordinating research projects in more than 
20 countries in Africa and in Asia so I get to meet 
and work with some amazing people, see incredible 
sights and eat all kinds of “interesting” food. 

In 1990 I met 
Caroline (my 
South African 
wife) and the two of us went to 
South Africa for an extended 
holiday (which has lasted 22 
years!). For the next nine 
years, and in partnership with 
Angus Kerr, we started the 
Tropical Sweat studios in Dur-
ban where we produced and 
recorded over 30 South Afri-
can artists while performing 
regularly with the Durban City Orchestra. I was front 
of house  engineer for Kingston Sound Durban and 
also wrote and performed music for a rock version of 
Macbeth. In 2008 I was invited to head up the Audio 
department at Earth Touch (a Documentary Film 

company). We made 12 HD films last 
year which were broadcast on the 
National Geographic, Eden, and Dis-
covery channels. I have a small dedi-
cated team and we sound-design 
and final mix all our own films. I also 
get the chance to write the score for 
at least three or four films each year. 

This beautiful nation not only 
crackles with its own unique en-
ergy; it can also defy all expecta-
tions. During the Truth and Recon-
ciliation hearings, some of the ex-
changes between apartheid en-
forcers and their victims were pro-
foundly moving – and in place of 
revenge for wrongs done, many 
chose simply to forgive and move 
on. This must be the most cultur-
ally diverse land I’ve ever lived in; 
yet there is still a singularly South 
African identity, which I trust will 
eventually lead it out of any of the 
problems that temporarily beset it. 
I’ve found this country a real land 
of opportunity and I’ve nothing to 
complain about. Dave Birch 

Ian Askew (1970-76) 
Kenya 

For more news from  
these OLs, visit      

www.olaoga.co.uk 

Laurence Gormley (1966-72) 
The Netherlands 

Harry Leefe (1966 -72) 
Switzerland  

Dave Birch (1967-75) 
South Africa 
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Our Forgotten Sports - LGS Rowing Club 

 Feature 

 Visitors to the 
Sports Hall will 
have seen a dis-
play of rowing 
t r o p h i e s 
mounted in the  
entrance hall but 
few will have 
known their his-
t o r y .  C o l i n 
Billyard (1957-
64) has filled 
some of the 
gaps.  

According to the 
Loughborough Boat 
Club website "The 
b o a t s  o f  t h e 
( L o u g h b o r o u g h 
Boat) club came into 
possession of the 
L o u g h b o r o u g h 
Grammar School 
and, when, on 
March 18th 1881, it 
was decided to form 
the Loughborough 
and District Boating Club, one of the first steps taken was to purchase 
the two four-oared boats owned by the school for £12." 
During 1963/64 there were two masters who were keen to develop 
rowing at school namely Mr (Johnny) Kitching and Lord Rodney Elton 
(still sitting in the House of Lords today). Through my father Fred 
Billyard I was already a keen sculler and member of the Loughborough 
Boat Club so I was recruited by the two masters to form an LGS coxed 
four. But because of the demands of rugby training and playing it was 

often difficult to find time to row 
(oh and of course academic 
studies were paramount!). But 
row we did and we achieved our 
"maiden" oars status at 
Loughborough Regatta in 1964. 
 
The Editor adds: 
Examination of The Loughburi-
ans of this period show how the 
club was able to build on this 
success, having recruited the 
coaching assistance of Maurice 
Trapp, an international oarsman 

who was studying at 
Loughborough Uni-
versity. In 1970 a 
crew made up of 
T.A. Park, M. 
Braithwaite, G.J.K. 
Lewis, A.C. Lowings 
and coxed by A.S. 
King, entered the 
Head of the River 
race on the Trent 
and, in the words of 
the Nottingham Eve-

ning Post,  “crushed all opposi-
tion to win by 23 seconds”. The 

pennant which records their vic-
tory hangs in the Sports Hall to 
this day.  Despite being offered 
the chance to enter the National 
Youth Championships, the crew 
had to break up “due to pres-
sure of examinations”. 

Colin Billyard 

Evidence of a Rowing Club at LGS in 1879 

During the Spring Term some amusement and exercise were 
gained from the boats, but of late the interest in rowing seems to 
have flagged. The rival claims of Cricket and Tennis of course 
are the chief causes of this, but, still we think that with two good 
Fours and a Tub pair, some healthy exercise, if not good rowing, 
might always be got out of the Club. Is it not possible to institute 
a School Four, and perhaps enter it for some race? If that were 
done, and the difficulties in the way of erecting a Boat-house 
nearer the School cleared away, the Boat Club would acquire 
more "life" and "pull well through".  

Loughburian 1879 

LGS Novice Coxed  Four 1964 

The pennant won by the 1970 crew 

This “blade” hanging in the entrance to the Sports Hall was awarded  
to P.J. Papworth (1941-49) for his success 
 as a College oarsman at Oxford University.  

However, we can find no evidence of his ever having rowed at LGS!! 
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Our Forgotten Sports - LGS Rifle Club 

 Feature 

achieved a respectable position.  
The ‘real thing’, however, was the full-
bore (.303”) shooting, done at 300-500 
yards, with high velocity ammunition, 
which gave a gratifying kick to the rifle 
on firing.   

There would be about three meetings a 
year, held at army ranges, mostly at 
Beckingham.  Again the standards var-
ied: under Bisley rules we did not dis-
grace ourselves, but the highlight of our 
achievement was the annual Colchester 
meeting, where we were pitted against 
about a dozen other CCF units for the 
Eastern District Challenge Shield in a 
competition based on army training.   

Somewhere at Eastern District is an 
impressive three-foot high shield with 
winning schools’ names recorded on 

silver plates around the edge.  At least one of these 
plates is inscribed ‘Loughborough Grammar 
School’! 

Sadly, after about ten years the club came upon 
hard times: the TA range was closed for refurbish-
ment, which took away our opportunity to practise 
and compete; on its reopening a year later it had 
only two firing points instead of  four, and new regu-
lations meant that access was no longer possible at 
short notice. The club was converted into an air rifle 
club, on the school premises and offering experi-
ence in the skills involved in target shooting to lar-
ger numbers of cadets.                         

All members of the Combined Cadet Force are 
trained and tested in the safe and efficient use of  
the service rifle and are required to fire a classifica-
tion course during their first year to assess their 
practical skill.  However, later cadet training con-
centrates on other military activities and opportuni-
ties to shoot are limited, so a Rifle Club was formed 
in about 1975 for those cadets who were keen to 
develop the powers of concentration and self-
discipline involved.  

For most of the members it was also fun! Most 
shooting was done after 4 o’clock with the .22” ver-
sion of the .303” Lee Enfield rifle and we were 
greatly assisted by the Territorial Army 
Centre next door, who gave us gener-
ous access to their small-bore indoor 
range.   

Postal competitions were arranged for 
schools, and we took part regularly in 
these.  Most were run by the National 
Small-bore Rifle Association up to Bis-
ley standards, but one competition was 
organised annually by the Army 
(Eastern District) for CCF units.   

It has to be said that the higher level 
pushed us to our limit, (due to the limi-
tations of the club chairman/coach), but   
in  the   CCF   competition   we  always  

The Rifle Club 1976 

(L-r) George Beazley, Philip Shepherd, Stephen Potts, Andrew James, 

Richard Bradley  

The Rifle Club in relaxed mood after a competition in Beckingham 1976 

George Beasley MBE 
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Our Forgotten Sports - LGS Cycling Club 

 Feature 

Peter Hopkins 

form of Youth Hostel tours and, 
during the 70s, racing under the 
aegis of the recently-formed 
English Schools’ Cycling Asso-
ciation.   
Over the years, more than 270 
nights were spent in Youth Hos-
tels on a wide range of tours 
and weekend trips.  The longest 
was the 10-day slog from Land’s 
End to Loughborough into a per-
sistent chilly north-easterly dur-
ing the 1971 Easter holidays. 
The most successful racing year 
for the Club as a whole was 
1972, when we won the English 
Schools’ Best All-Rounder's tro-
phy for a range of performances 
in regional and national champi-
onships. 

Initially, in the days of Saturday 
morning school during the 60s, 
cycling started as a games op-
tion for senior boys on Wednes-
day afternoons. Later, it 
switched to Thursday afternoons 

as an alterna-
tive to the 
CCF.  Depend-
ing on the time 
of year, day-
l i g h t  a n d 
weather, I (and 
also, in the 
early years, 
Len Major) led 
boys on runs 
of 15-30 miles 
into the coun-
tryside around 

Loughborough. 
Although these afternoon runs 
were the weekly basis of the Cy-
cling Club, the more exciting 
stuff – pursued by the keenest – 
was out of school time in the 

Land’s End to Loughborough April 1971 

 Bianchi Piaggio in Italy. 
Unfortunately my riding career 
was cut short at the age of 25 
with a back injury caused by a 
fall on an Alpine descent during 
the Tour of Romandy in Swit-
zerland. At the time an opera-
tion was considered a risky 
business and so I ended up re-
tiring, just as my best years 
should perhaps have been 
about to begin. 

I was fortunate that my arrival at 
LGS in September 1970 coin-
cided with the establishment of    
a flourishing cycling club, 
thanks to the enthusiasm and 
hard work of cycling fanatic Pe-
ter Hopkins (Head of English in 
his day job!). 
In the 1970s, Saturday morning 
school still existed and 
Wednesday afternoons were 
set aside for sport. Several of 
my mates and I, who had come 
from Mountfields Primary and 
were all new to the sport of 
rugby, didn't make the school 
team in our first term so we 
were attracted to Peter Hopkin's 
cycling club. 
Our interest was increased 
thanks to the races organised 
by the English Schools’ Cycling 
Association and quite quickly 
our Under 12 Team established 
itself as the team to beat! Rob 
Small, Andrew Heath, John 
Bullock and myself competed 
in cyclo-cross, road racing, 

grass track and time trialling - 
achieving success individually 
and as a team at regional and 
national level. 
Peter Hopkins broadened the 
club's base by combining cycle 
touring with the racing. He and 
his wife, Margaret, accompa-
nied us on many memorable 
YHA cycling weekends includ-
ing a 10-day cycling trip from 
Land’s End to Loughborough 
(425 miles.) As a First Former 
at the time, it was quite a chal-
lenge but the trip included boys 
of all ages up from the First to 
the Sixth Form and was a great 
way of bonding the club to-
gether. 
Rob Small, Andrew Heath, John 
Bullock and myself all went on 
to take part in the more tradi-
tional school sports like rugby, 
cricket and athletics but we all 
kept up, in varying degrees, our 
participation in cycling thanks to 
the efforts of Peter Hopkins. 
I went on to make cycling my 
career, winning my first British 
Pro/AM cyclo-cross title whilst 
in my last year at school and 
later turned professional with 

Chris Wreghitt (1970-78)
remembers ... 

Chris Wregghit wins the British 
Cyclo-cross championships 
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 Feature 

continued 

Ken Platts on his way to 283.1 miles in winning the Eastern Counties 
12 hour race in 2007.  This still is a National record and sealed Ken’s 

Veterans’ Best All Rounder title in that year. 

Oxford in the annual Varsity 
match.  
By this time, I had also taken up 
massed start road racing, 
where all riders start together, 
and the first one over the line 
wins.  I won the East Midlands 
title several times, and, be-
tween 1975 and 1979, rode in-
ternationally for Great Britain, 
competing in stage races such 
as the Tour of Czechoslovakia, 
the Tour of Europe and the fa-
mous Prague – Warsaw – Ber-
lin Peace Race. Unfortunately, 
although I was winning prolifi-
cally on the domestic scene in 
all types of terrain – I am the 
only rider ever to have won the 
Tour of the Peak, and the Tour 
of the Fens, arguably the hilliest 
and flattest races in the UK – I 
never achieved international 
success. Honours usually went 
to the Russians, Poles or East 
Germans.  With the benefit of 
hindsight, it is now clear that it 
was not a level playing field! 
I have carried on competitive 
cycling.  I was the Veter-
ans’ (over 40’s) Road Race 
Champion, before retiring from 
that branch of the sport in 1996.  
I continue to compete in Time 
Trials and am the reigning Vet-
erans’ British Best All Rounder 
in this discipline, having won 
this title four times. 
Cycling is a great sport, and I’m 
delighted to see how popular it 
has become in recent years. 
I’ve come a long way from 
those early tours, but still feel a 
great sense of gratitude to LGS, 
and Peter Hopkins in particular, 
for raising my cycling horizons 
and laying the foundations for 
my later successes. 

I have ridden a bike for as long 
as I can remember, but it was at 
LGS that I was introduced to 
cycle touring, through the Youth 
Hostelling tours organized by 
Peter Hopkins. There were the 
short weekend rides, such as to 
Loddington, Lichfield and Ilam 
Hall Youth Hostels, but the 
highlights were the Easter 
Tours. 
The first one I participated in 
was the 1965 tour to the Wye 
Valley. We cycled down through 
Northamptonshire and the Cots-
wolds to the highlight of St 
Briaval’s Castle, near Lydney, 
and returned via the Malvern 
Hills and Warwickshire. 
The following year was to North 
Wales. Starting on an extremely 
cold day, with snow forecast, 
we headed off via Rudyard 
Lake (just north of Leek) to 
Maeshafn YH, where the fore-
cast snow materialized. The 
next morning we awoke to deep 
snow. Soon the sun appeared. 
It was idyllic, riding thorough 
virgin snow, deep enough to 
deter any traffic, while the sun 

shone from a clear blue sky. If I 
hadn’t already been hooked on 
cycling, that day alone would 
have done it. 
My last LGS tour was Easter 
1970 to East Anglia.  I had been 
helping Peter during the year 
with the organization of the club 
and assisted him with running 
the Fourth Form tour. On this 
tour was a very young, but al-
ready talented, Chris Wreghitt, 
who was to achieve great suc-
cess in racing activities, not 
only at school, but as a national 
and international rider. 
I never participated in cycle rac-
ing while at LGS, that came 
later while I was studying at 
Cambridge. I had joined the uni-
versity club for its touring activi-
ties, and was persuaded to 
have a go at time-trialing.  This 
is a very British version of the 
sport where riders ride alone 
over a set distance against the 
clock.  The rider with the fastest 
time wins. I wasn’t that fast ini-
tially, but by my third year I was 
getting quite good at it.  I led the 
Cambridge team to victory over 

Ken Platts (1963-70)  
remembers .... 
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move to Alicante, Spain, where 
he had ‘a great year and a half.’ 
Recently, Jason gained further 
promotion in Ryanair where he 
is now an Examiner/Pilot, and 
checking new and recurrent pi-
lots.  He is also flying to many 
destinations from East Midlands.   
 
We have heard from Joe Ken-
nedy (Thompson, 1971-74) that 
he has retired after a long career 
as RAF Nimrod aircrew and is 
starting out on a new career 
path in Aberdeenshire. 
  
We have heard from Simon 
O'Halloran (1979-86) who 
started his career as an ac-
countant, spent the 90s in man-
agement consulting and is now 
in Human Resources at Voda-
fone having worked at Capital 
One, Barclays Bank and Ex-
perian. He says “An interesting 
career journey indeed, espe-
cially considering I was thinking 
of doing medicine when I was at 
LGS!” 
 
Simon Timson (1982-89)  is 
currently Head of the England 
Development Programme / Sci-
ence & Medicine with the Eng-
land & Wales Cricket Board, Na-
tional Cricket Performance Cen-
tre here at Loughborough Uni-
versity. 

Some very prominent coverage 
has been given in both the na-
tional and local press about the 
publication of the paperback ver-
sion of “Odin’s Wolves” by Giles 
Upton (1987-94) This is his lat-
est novel in the “Raven” series, 
It has been highly praised by all 
reviewers.  Giles writes under 
the name of Giles Kristian.  
Giles reports that the family is 
thriving. His little girl Freyja is 
approaching two and a half and 
there is a boy on the way, arriv-
ing in June. The writing is going 
well and he is gearing up to re-
lease the first of his next series, 
a family saga set against the 
backcloth of the English Civil 
War. “The Bleeding Land” will be 
published on April 26th and is 
reported to be very different 
from the Viking books. 
 
Peter Hillier (1961-69) sends 
his greetings from Herefordshire 
where he now lives having fully 
retired from work as a European 
Patent Attorney.  Having com-
muted to London daily for nine-
teen years (not recommended!), 
he moved to the Cheltenham 
Office where he remained until 
his recent retirement. 
In his letter Peter strongly advo-
cates to those pupils whose 
strengths are in Science and 
English that a career in Intellec-

tual Property (IP) as a patent 
attorney, barrister or specialist 
(IP) solicitor is well worth consid-
ering.  He says ‘The work is fas-
cinating and it enables one to 
encounter leading-edge technol-
ogy in a variety of fields.’ 
Finally, Peter sends his regards 
to former mentors – particularly 
Barrie Percival, Roy Wood and 
Peter Hopkins. 
 
Jason Hall (1993-98) has con-
tacted us with an up-date on his 
career with Ryanair.  After start-
ing in Stansted, and then mov-
ing to Barcelona and Liverpool, 
Jason returned to East Midlands 
Airport where he became an in-
structor teaching new and recur-

rent Ryanair pilots as well as 
flying as co-pilot.  He occasion-
ally meets Alan Kelly (1991-95) 
who is also a Ryanair pilot 
based in Dublin.  Jason has also 
met Alan’s brother Graham 
(1993-98) on a flight back from 
Berlin where Graham was about 
to travel on to Cuba for his wed-
ding/honeymoon. Jason had 
met Graham occasionally at 
East Midlands Airport where he 
was working for British Midland.  
Currently, Graham is working for 
DHL in Leipzig, Germany. In 
2010 Jason was promoted to 
Captain which necessitated a 
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Giles Kristian aka Upton  

Jason Hall and aircraft, stuck in the 
snow last year in Poitiers, France  

Simon Timson 
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 Notes 

Old Boys’ Notes continued 

Bill (now mostly known as Wil-
liam) Harrod (1975-82) has writ-
ten to us a very informative letter 
about his career since leaving 
school in 1982.  He recalls 
“great memories of Loughbor-
ough Grammar School and am 
proud that I was able to follow in 
Dad’s (Peter James Harrod 
1942-50) footsteps around the 
Quad.” 
After re-taking two ‘A’ levels, Bill 
joined the Royal Marines and at 
the Commando Training Centre 
began his Royal Marines Young 
Officer Training Course which 
he found both physically and 
mentally very challenging.  Serv-
ing with the 40 Commando 
Royal Marines included a United 
Nations tour of Cyprus and this 
was followed by an offer of an 
in-service degree course which 
was to take three years 
(Systems and Management at 
City University, London) and re-
sulted in a 2.2 degree. 

Joining 45 Commando in Ar-
broath in 1988 Bill served for 
three years as an Intelligence 
Officer with a final six months 
serving in South Armagh in the 
role of liaison officer with the 
local assets (police etc).  His 
tour went well and culminated in 
the award of a G.O.C’s Com-
mendation for outstanding ser-

vice.  After a period of study at 
Junior Staff College, Bill was 
given his final job – Royal Ma-
rines Liaison Officer for South 
Norway – a region he knew well 
from previous experience.  Lan-
guage training for three months 
followed and Bill then moved to 
Lillehammer (in time for the 
1994 Winter Olympics!).  He 
eventually left Norway and the 
Royal Marines in 1995 and re-
turned to Scotland (where he 
currently lives in ‘rural Angus’).   
Work in Aberdeen for three 
years and London for one year 
resulted in Bill becoming a con-
sultant in project management 
and eleven years later he runs a 
small team of associates “that 
has learnt a great deal about 
getting things done in complex 
change environments.”  Much of 
his work involves universities 
and administrators on their ma-
jor projects. 
Bill finishes his letter with news 
of his personal life.  He is mar-
ried to Delyth and they have five 
children.  Katie graduated from 
Edinburgh and works for a film 
production company, Madeleine 
is 20 and had a year in Australia 
and “now needs to get a proper 
job”, Howell is studying Accoun-
tancy and Finance at Dundee 
University, Finn is 14 and enjoy-
ing school, rugby and cycling 
and Griff is 11 and “keeps us all 
on our toes!” 
Bill (William!) still keeps fit with 
running and cycling. 
 
(Many thanks for a very interest-
ing letter William!  It was a great 
pleasure to see some of you in 
the Walks last summer.  E.T.) 
 
Currently Daniel Murphy (1989-
96) is on secondment from his 
post in the Ministry of Defence 
to the Stabilisation Unit which 
co-ordinates the U.K.’s activities 
in fragile or conflict-affected 

countries.  Within a few weeks 
of joining the Unit, and whilst 
staying with Ben Harding 
(1989-96), he was recalled to 
London, put on a plane to Egypt 
and spent the following ten days 
on the Libyan border!  His ‘loan’ 
from the Ministry of Defence to 

the Stabilisation Unit seemed a 
natural move following his ex-
periences in Afghanistan where 
he had been deployed as a Po-
litical Advisor being based at 
Kandahar Airfield and where 
great efforts were being made to 
help and improve the govern-
ance capacity of the Afghan 
government. 
In addition to providing political 
advice to the H.Q. leadership 
Daniel led a mixed team of mili-
tary officers and diplomats from 
various countries in co-
ordinating the efforts of the vari-
ous agencies involved. 
As elder brother Ben (1986-93) 
had also served in Kandahar 
before his current posting to the 
Red Arrows, they found plenty of 
memories to compare regarding 
their deployments. 
Daniel has found the experience 
‘a great and rare privilege’.  
However, it was even better to 
return home to his wife Lucy 
(Buck, L.H.S. 1989-96) at the 
end of the tour! 
 
Edward Manley (1992-2000) is 
now running his own successful 
plumbing business based in 
Keyworth, near Nottingham. 

The badge of 45 Commando 

Daniel Murphy in Afghanistan 
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 Notes 

Old Boys’ Notes continued 

Allan Bailey (1943-48) has sent us this photo with the explanation:  
 
While looking through some old photographs from my time at LGS, I 
came across this one from about 1946 which shows a group in the old 
swimming pool who were about to take their Royal Life Saving Society 
Gold, Silver and Bronze Medallion examinations.  On the back row 
(left) is the Junior Housemaster  for South House whose name I cannot 
remember but at that time the Senior Housemaster was Mr Lee.   Also 
on the back row and 5th from the left is, I believe, Brian Bowley. On the 
front row and 4th from the left is Stevenson - I cannot remember his 
Christian name. 
 
Any help with the names of others in the group would be appreciated.
(Editor) 
 
Allan adds:  After leaving LGS, I 
trained as an engineer before offer-
ing as a candidate for the Methodist 
Ministry.    After studying Divinity at 
London University I was ordained at 
the Bristol Methodist Conference in 
1959 before being sent to Weardale 
in County Durham and from there to 
a church at Cockfield on the Durham 
coalfield. I offered for work in the 
church overseas and was sent to 
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) in 
1962, serving at Kasenga Girls’ 
School and Chipembi Girls’ School . At the time of Zambia's Independ-
ence in 1964, I transferred to The United Church of Zambia with per-
mission to serve in a non-church appointment and with my engineering 
qualifications was seconded to The Northern Technical College as 
Senior Lecturer in the Department of Mechanical Engineering where I  
remained until 1979.   Returning to the Methodist Church I was ap-
pointed to a church in York before moving to Cornwall in 1984 where I 
remained until retirement in 1996. 

Greg Hunt (1987-94) is a Char-
tered Surveyor currently working 
in Birmingham.  He and Sian 
have two young children Toby, 
aged 2, and Jocelyn, 3 months, 
and his brothers Daniel (1985-
92) and Jeremy (1983-90) are 
Head of Geography at Summer-
hill, near Kingswinford, and a 
Partner at Trowers and Hamlins 
law firm respectively. 

Greg has entered the literary 
world and has just published his 
first novel ‘The Ringer’ through 
Troubadour Publishing Ltd.  It is 
now available to buy from Trou-
bador.  As part of his introduc-
tion to the novel, the following is 
printed: ‘The novel pulls on his 
experiences as a bell-ringer, as 
a ski guide in the French Alps 
and previously as a student at 
Portsmouth University.’ 
 
Andrew (Andy) Mayo (1982-
89) has written to us with details 
of his career so far.  
 
“I was a consulting engineer and 
eventually a partner in Max 
Fordham LLP for 10 years be-
fore taking on the HoverAid 
www.hoveraid.org full time as 
executive director. We use 
hovercraft to reach isolated 

The swimming pool around 1946 

Allan Bailey 

Greg Hunt’s new book 
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 Notes 

Old Boys’ Notes continued 

It has been good to hear from Colin Price (1959-66) who writes::  
 
The day after I left the school I started walking from Land’s End to 
John o’Groats, a progress that the Loughborough Echo, and it seems 
the school, followed eagerly. Since then, I’ve walked all Britain’s na-
tional trails – 3200 miles in all. 
I went to university to read forestry. 
Then, I expected to spend my work-
ing life planting trees across the Sa-
hara, thereby turning North Africa 
into a lush tract of forests and pro-
ductive fields. Acquisition of scien-
tific knowledge and political realism 
convinced me that it wouldn’t be that 
easy. I spent more time than my tu-
tors would have liked decorating in-
stitutions and old peoples’ houses. 
Still, some houses that we improved 
– then scheduled for demolition – 
are still there. The eccentric elderly 
ladies who occupied them have 
been replaced by smart young pro-
fessionals, but at least the bricks 
and mortar did not go to waste. 
Eventually, I traversed the academic 
mill to the bitter end: degree, doctorate, temporary teaching positions, 
to a university lectureship and finally the professorship predicted by the 
denizens of Mountfields Primary School. I wrote three books and 200 
academic papers, mostly about natural resources and environmental 
economics. I wonder if anyone read some of them. Latterly, I wrote 
books of poems and illustrated tracts about cathedrals. 
I eventually parted company with the university, disagreeing about 
teaching, research, governance and everything else. I remain an aca-
demic, in that old sense best described as “gentleman scholar”. 
I return every year to Charnwood Forest, despite living four miles from 
the Snowdonia National Park, and within half-an-hour’s walk of the An-
glesey Coast Path. It’s surprising how quickly the years of formal em-
ployment slip behind: yet how resolutely the green-spaces and jitties of 
Loughborough, and the open hills and field-paths of Charnwood stay in 
mind. The world offers its rewards. But the important things are not 
professorships and fellowships and gold awards and swathes of pub-
lished papers, nor even relationships made, developed and retained, 
but whether I’d actually made any difference; or whether the quota of 
space and slot in time might have been more advantageously occupied 
by another person or another course of living. 
 
 
Robert Sloss (1966-73) writes to point out that, although he has spent 
most of his career in Industrial Research and Development and Mar-
keting with ICI/Zeneca in Manchester, now he is based at the Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine for the Innovative Vector Control Consor-
tium, which is funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to in-
vest in projects to develop a new range of insecticides to kill mosqui-
toes to prevent malaria transmission. 

communities in Madagascar and 
run development and relief pro-
grammes. As well as training 
hovercraft pilots and leading 
teams in the field, part of my role 
is promoting the charity in the 
United Kingdom and this in-
cludes doing talks at schools 
where we talk about the role of 
NGOs, the issues around rural 
poverty in developing countries, 
and how we can get involved in 
doing something that makes us 
agents of change (however diffi-
cult that is to get right!)  
 

A communication from Bill 
Brookman (1966-73) regarding 
his future projects includes four 
major events with particular em-
phasis on his activities in Soma-
lia – a conference in London in 
February is anticipated. 

Colin Price 

Bill Brookman’s  
Somali Puppet Project 

Andy Mayo 
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 Notes 

Old Boys’ Notes continued 

In his book “One Man in his Time” Peter Rollason 
(1938-43) writes of his memories of LGS at the out-
break of WW2. 
 
The normal form of transport was bicycle. This not 
only got you to school and back, but was the way of 
broadening your horizons to the big world outside 
your own small town. That sounds very pretentious, 
but what it amounted to in practice was weekends 
out into the country around Loughborough. Not far 
away was the village of Nanpantan, and in the sur-
rounding area we found Woodhouse and Wood-
house Eaves, and Quom. All this was bordering on 
the Charnwood Forest, and perhaps it was these 
early rides that engendered my later love of wild life 
in Africa. Although separated from Sherwood, the 
atmosphere of Robin Hood was all pervading, and 
what wonderful and imaginative games were played 
in and around the wonderful trees. It was great to be 
a kid!  
Of course, by then, war was on its way. I can vividly 
recall hearing the broadcast by Mr. Chamberlain, 
the then Prime Minister of the United Kingdom tell-
ing us of the start of World War Two. Obviously 
some of our activities then had to be curtailed.  
Meanwhile, hobbies had become a very important 
aspect of my young life. There was the music natu-
rally. Then there was woodwork, gardening, sport, 
play-acting, and the beginnings of an interest in 
broadcasting, even at that tender age. I was eight 
when I went to the Grammar School, and I was ten 

when the war started. To a youngster, it 
very was exciting. We had to dig air raid 
shelters on the football field. These were 
carefully situated so as not to interfere 
with the soccer pitch!  
I can well remember being in class when 
the sirens went. We gathered up our 
books and our gas masks, in a card-
board box hung around the neck with 
string, and trooped off to our allocated 
shelter to continue the lesson. Drills 
were instituted to cope with the possibili-
ties of air raids, and yet we, as children, 
never realized the danger. We were not 
evacuated, as were so many kids espe-
cially from the London area, and, in fact, 
we had some evacuees sent to us in the 
Midlands. 
There was a woodwork master at 
school, I think his name was Mr. Mold, 
and he taught us how to make different 
joints. He was a meticulous man who 
would not accept anything but the best. 

We didn't like him much, because of his strict re-
quirements, but that was part of the learning curve, 
as it is called today. Nevertheless, I have never for-
gotten how to do a mortise joint, or a dovetail!  
I had a particular friend at that time, John Barker. 
He lived just down the road, and his father was a 
builder. We got some rustic off-cuts from him, and 
started to make garden furniture. This was quite 
successful, and we sold a few tables to neighbours 
up the road, Dad of course was the foreman, and 
acted as overseer. Whether he had a special knowl-
edge of woodworking or rustic furniture I never 
found out.   
 
Peter explains that the picture shows him as the 
Commanding Officer of Training Ship Matabele, the 
only Sea Cadet unit in Zimbabwe. It was taken in 
Hong Kong about five years ago. He has been with 
the unit since about 1965 and Commanding Officer 
for the last fifteen years. As an 82 year-old he is still 
working an 8 hour day. He leaves home on a bike at 
6.30 am for a ten minute ride and works as a book-
keeper at the Academy of Music until 9.30. He then 
goes over town to work at STM Pharmaceuticals 
until 3.00 pm. Then there is work for the Bulawayo 
Help Network arranging medicines for senior citi-
zens who like Peter have no pension. On top of that 
there are  many evening functions at the Academy 
so “I am kept very busy indeed.” 

Peter Rollason 
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Old Boys’ Notes continued 

Walks – and is an imposing “Tudor” building, built in 
the 18th/19th century. In front of the school is the 
“quad” – the quadrangle, consisting of two large 
strips of grass with a broad path between them 
leading straight into the lion’s den – the main build-
ing.  
After assembly we had to remain there because the 
fees for the term must be collected.  A clerk sits at 
the front of the large hall – H1. – it’s called.  He has 
a large ledger before him and begins to call out 
names and fees due: 
  
Barker, Five pounds twelve shillings 

Byres, Five pounds twelve shillings 

Etc. etc. 

Mee, One pound five shillings and sixpence. 

At the calling of his name each boy must walk the 
gauntlet of the whole school, to the clerk’s desk, 
where cash and receipt are exchanged.  This is em-
barrassing enough on its own, but where the fee is 
as small as mine it’s also a public social demean-
our, because the fees are fixed in relation to the 
family income! 
Then we were allocated to a form, form room and 
introduced to our form master.  I was in form 3A, the 
form room was in the tower – T1, and our form mas-
ter was Mr. Allen – “Ticker” Allen to us, ‘cos when 
he walked he took very definite steps: regular, like 
the ticking of a clock. 

Alan Mee (1943-48) has sent us 
this memory of LGS in the 1940s.  
  
There were two upper academic 
schools in our town: Loughbor-
ough Grammar and Loughborough 
College.  Mum said that if I passed 
the eleven plus I should go to the 
Grammar – it was very old, 
founded in 1495, three years after 
Columbus discovered America and 
probably the oldest school in Eng-
land. The town council bought a 
number of places at the school for 
“poor boys of merit”, so I got one 
of these. 
Like most secondary schools in 
England, our school had a uniform:  
a grey flannel suit with short trou-
sers, grey shirt and socks, black 
shoes and a cap and tie in the 
school colours – burgundy and 
near navy blue.  The cap had a 
badge with the school crest on it – a shield upon 
which were three herons.  In vulgar schoolboy terms 
this was “three ducks on a dustbin lid”.  Sacrilege!! 
This uniform could be obtained in only one shop in 
town – Colemans in Swan Street.  And you could 
shop there only for cash.  No credit.  So we had to 
go to Nottingham for all the grey stuff, where mum 
got credit and could pay it off weekly when Mr. 
Milledge called round every Saturday.  The cap and 
tie must be bought at Colemans, so mum had to 
save hard for that. 
Mum knew it would be hard for her to send me to 
this school, even though we had to pay very little as 
fees.  Still, there were always the special clothes: 
the uniform, gym kit and shoes, and blazer and 
white shirt in the summer.  So she found several 
cleaning jobs:  Mrs. Miller on Leicester Road and 
the Morris crane factory opposite the recce.  She 
had to be there at six o’clock in the morning; still 
dark in winter, so she took with her a golf club, hid-
den under her coat, as a defence weapon.  And at 
home she was forever sewing for people, some of 
whom didn’t pay her.  Her treadle sewing machine 
seemed to be never silent.  
And then it was there: my second first day at school.  
Or, in the new vernacular, the first day of term.  Fear 
of the unknown; trepidation.  New uniform, new 
satchel, new kids, ‘cos I am the only one from Cob-
den to go to the Grammar.  Arthur Jolly went to the 
College. 
The school sits in its own grounds – The Burton 

Alan Mee 
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 Notes 

Old Boys’ Notes continued 

Stephen Latimer (1956-64) has been able to fill in another name on 
this picture of victorious athletes featured in our 2010 edition. He tells 
us that his uncle, Raymond Latimer (1927-36) is second from the left 
on the back row of the photograph holding the Victor Ludorum, while, 
with the help of Bill Edwards (1929-37), he tells us that it is Michael 
George (1928-37) who is in the front row, wearing a scarf.  
(Can anybody help with any of the others??) 
 

We are grateful to David Crowther 
(1980-87) for attempting to sum up 
his life in 200 words. He writes: 
 
I left LGS in 1987 and since then 
really life has been remarkably plain 
sailing. I mean, it didn’t always feel 
like that at the time, but looking 
back, yes. Off I went to St Andrews 
University and did a lot of medieval 
history (and some other stuff) which 
was great, really good. I went back 
there with a daughter last year for 
the first time – now that was a pain-
fully nostalgic experience! Anyway, I 
had no idea at all of what I wanted to 
do when I left, so I ended up becom-
ing an Academic rep for an educa-
tional publisher – that was superb, 

two years travelling to university towns flogging books and eating fish 
and chips. Did my waistline no end of good. Then, sort of carried on – 
commissioned Engineering books for a few years of all things (I had no 
idea what I was publishing – what are Passive, Active and non-
Reciprocal Microwave Filters?). Cut a long story short, I’ve ended up at 

Pearson in educational services 
– a smashing job, and one I 
thoroughly enjoy. Along the way 
I got married (thank you Jane) 
and acquired 3 children, and if I 
had more space I’d tell you how 
exceptionally talented they all 
are because I know how much 
you’d enjoy that. I also got even 
more nerdy – not computer 
games this time (did I mention 
that?), but a weekly podcast on 
the History of England. You can 
come and find me if you like I’m; 
on iTunes (search for ‘the his-
tory of England’) or at 
www.thehistoryofengland.com. 
 
David Furby (1977-82) has con-
tacted us with the story of his life 
away from the safety of the LGS 
quad. He writes: 
 
“I always look back at my educa-
tional career and feel I was a 
less than impressive student. I 
think I probably had the ability to 
do well but, much to my parents’ 
disappointment, not the will. I left 
the Grammar school with O’ 
Levels in Maths, English and 
Metalwork, for which I accept 
entire responsibility, and went to 
technical college in Nuneaton to 
do a BTEC in Engineering. From 
there I scraped into what was 
then Portsmouth Polytechnic to 
do an Engineering with Busi-
ness Studies Degree. 
Up to that point I had avoided 
PCs at all cost. However during 
my industrial year I worked in 
the marketing department of a 
local engineering company, and 
suddenly had no choice. Within 
a few months I’d not only learnt 
how to use them but self taught 
myself database programming 
too. I think I became completely 
fascinated with not just the tech-
nology but also the actual prod-
ucts and how they were mar-
keted. I also had a love of speed 
but no finances to afford a fast 

Victorious athletes in 1936  

David Crowther 
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Old Boys’ Notes continued 

200 people on four sites.  
All in all, I have been very lucky over the years in that I have managed 
to get a really good work life balance and always had to time to see 
my children grow up whilst still running a very satisfying, dynamic busi-
ness. 
Although we met in Portsmouth, my wife comes from Sileby and her 
parents are still there. When visiting them we usually go to Loughbor-
ough and I’ve noticed the change in entrance on the A6 and recently 
saw the board about the new science block. I always smile when I 
think of Science; there was a Chemistry teacher when I was there, a 
very tall old guy who used to smoke like a chimney, I can’t remember 
his name. Chemistry was obviously not something I excelled in and he 
always used to say “Furby, if you don’t open your month no one will 
know you’re stupid” I have used that to very good effect over the 
years!” 
 
Dick Cory (1965-72) has written to us with memories of his time at 
school and the formation of rock bands at L.G.S.  With his 
‘collaborator’ Tim Cox (1965-70) they formed, at various times, rock 
groups which played, as Dick says, ‘only original music’.  In the same 
year, and who also took part, were Bruce Woolley (1965-72) 

(mentioned in previous issues of the Magazine) and Andy Cowan 
(1970-72) with their first ‘public’ performance in the Hodson Hall on 
15th December 1971 for the Christmas Dance.  The band – Minas 
Tirith – lasted until 1973 and played at a lot of ‘gigs’ around Leicester-
shire including the University.  
Dick tells us that Tim Cox has been a professional musician ever 
since. He played in many bands throughout the 70s and 80s. He be-
came a songwriter and dance producer which he has continued to be 
ever since. As for Dick himself he ‘just kept on playing’, tried being a 
commercial songwriter and did have several pieces of his music used 
by the BBC for documentaries. 
Most improbably, and brought about by their drummer, Paul Williams, 
via Facebook, Minas Tirith had a reunion in October 2010.  Dick, Tim 
and Paul spent a whole weekend in a studio in Leicester rehearsing all 
their old material.  There have been more rehearsals since and they 
can now play an hour set – ‘Best of Minas Tirith’ plus better, newer 
material.             (Hope it continues to go well, Dick!  E.T.) 

car so I decided to improvise a 
little. Using my still very basic 
engineering skills, I took the en-
gine from a written off Vauxhall 
Astra GTE and shoehorned it 
into a Vauxhall Nova. It proved 
such a successful project I de-
cided to I write a “how to” man-
ual and designed and had 
manufactured all the compo-
nents required to do the conver-
sion.  Having put a small advert 
in a Car magazine, my com-
pany, Novatech, selling the con-
version kits by mail order, was 
born. Whilst not a runaway suc-
cess it certainly helped my final 
year finances. 
I finished my final year with what 
I thought was a very respectable 
2.2 and the final year project 
prize, a rare, if not unique, acco-
lade for me. I then decided to 
put my entrepreneurial esca-
pades behind me and get a 
proper job. Unfortunately with no 
formal training in either IT or 
programming no one would em-
ploy me. So I decided to carry 
on Novatech but sell computer 
consumables as there was 
clearly a much larger market for 
them. My wife gave up her job 
and we basically have grown the 
business from there into all as-
pects of IT. Today we have  
sales hovering around the £40 
million mark and employ about  

David Furby 

The Tirith - Tim Cox, Paul Williams and Dick Cory 
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 Notes 

Old Boys’ Notes continued 

David Wardale (1977-84) has 
written to tell us that he is now 
working as a freelance copy-
writer/ghostwriter/journalist after 
a “sub-stellar career in the na-
tional and regional newspaper 
industry”. The high points so far 
are being shortlisted for Online 
Journalist of the Year in the 
2001 UK Press Gazette Awards 
and deciding not to take up an 
offer to work for the Daily Star! 
In the past few years he has 
been trying (and failing!) to be a 
published author of children’s 
fiction.  This enabled him to win 
a ‘Book of the Year Award’ on 
an Arts Council funded website 
but this has (as yet) “failed to 
turn them from works of great 
promise into works of great 
profit”  He has also ghosted an 
autobiography entitled “The 
Failed Entrepreneur” which 
should be on sale sometime this 
year. 
David helped to set up a cricket 
club for old and incompetent 
players and the Old Contempti-
bles CC is still going strong, 
aided by the support of Honor-
ary President, a certain Jona-
than Agnew.  The club contains 
three other OLs – Kev Rotch-

ford (1977-84) and Rob (1976-
83) and Jim Field (1979-86).  
All are well, married and in-
creasingly creaky. 
Finally, David says that his per-
sonal life is “standard - married, 
three children, no time and less 
money”! 
 
Charles Maltby (1982-89) has 
sent us his news. He graduated 
from the University of Plymouth 
in 1992 with a B.Sc. in Maritime 
Business and then attended an 
Advanced Management Course 

in France in 2008. His shipping 
career began with Mobil Ship-
ping in London in 1992 before 
he joined the chartering team of 
BHP Transport in 1996. Follow-
ing three years in Melbourne, 
Australia as senior chartering 
officer, he returned to London in 
2000 and in 2001 moved to The 
Hague to work for BHP Billiton. 
In 2005 Charles joined Pacific 
Basin, a Hong Kong listed ship-
ping company, and is currently 
responsible for the group's At-
lantic operations with offices in 
London, Santiago and Durban. 
He is a member of the Institute 
of Charted Shipbrokers.  
 
We have heard from Jon 
Towler (1980-87), who is cur-
rently Chairman of the East Mid-
lands Ambulance Service as 
well as a Business Angel. Jon 
lives in north Nottinghamshire 
with his wife, Caroline, and two 
sons. Jon also sent us a photo 
of a recent reunion with, Ian 
Groves, Jon Steel, Paul Toon, 
Jon Towler, Simon Face and 
Dr Stephen Ball (all 1980-87).”   
 
My usual thanks to all who 
have written in with their 
news- have a good year! E.T. 

Gracealikes (from left) David Wardale, Rob Field, Kev Rotchford  

and (non-OL) David Wright 

(l-r) Ian Groves, Jon Steel, Paul Toon, Jon Towler, Simon Face, Stephen Ball 
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They came back! 

Photo David Evans 
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The London Dinner 2011 Neil Rowbotham 

 Events 

This proved another wonder-
ful event with a considerably 
bigger attendance than last 
year.  After drinks in the bar 
we had a splendid meal and 
then listened with rapt atten-
tion to Daniel Ritterband 
(1986-93), now Director of 
Marketing and 2012 Commu-
nications for the Mayor of 
London.  
Daniel had worked for 
Saatchi and Saatchi before 
entering the political world via 
the marketing of Michael 
Howard and then David 
Cameron before finishing 
with Boris Johnson.  He en-
tertained us with insights into 
this world and the forthcom-
ing Olympic Games.  Before 
him we were treated to the 
reminiscences of John Mel-
lors as he accepted a cheque 
from the Association to cele-
brate his contributions over 37 years. The RAF 
Club, as always, did us proud with the meal, our 

OLs filled the bar with chatter and our speakers the 
room with laughter.  A very good evening all round. 

An Olympic City beginning with L Daniel Ritterband 

Twenty five years 
ago, as a student 
at Fairfield and 
then LGS, I was 
lucky enough to 
represent the 
school in athletics 
at the Loughbor-
ough University 
track.  It would be 
fair to say, that 
was the heyday 
of my athletic 

abilities and it’s all gone downhill from there. How-
ever, next year I’ll be back up at the track; but in a 
very different capacity – supporting the Team GB 
training camp.  As Director of Marketing & 2012 
Communications for the Mayor of London, I have 
been living and breathing the Olympics and Para-
lympics for the last 3 years.  I feel immensely proud 
that Loughborough will benefit more than any other 

city, bar London, by our hosting of the Games.  As 
well as the business opportunities and media cover-
age, I hope having our nation’s best athletes on the 
doorstep will inspire future generations of 
Loughburians to take up sport and go for gold. 

Daniel Ritterband  
aka Davies (1986-93)  

Stuart Wileman, Rob Jones, John Kendall, Tim Butterworth,  
Paul McCunn, Andrew Wishart, Simon Martin, Andrew Ludwig 

Training on the Loughborough University track 
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The Class of  ’48 New Year Luncheon Neil Wilkinson 

 Events 

The idea of the New Year Luncheon was 
an innovation in our calendar of 2012.  It 
was such a success that it is certain to 
become an annual feature.  Our party was 
composed of twenty-three Old Loughburi-
ans and their ladies. 
The luncheon took place at the Perkins 
Restaurant of Plumtree, Nottinghamshire, 
a restaurant at which we had previously 
done a trial run, and found the cuisine to 
be exquisite.  On the day, the meal was 
every bit as good as anticipated and the 
service was impeccable.  Several of our 
diners expressed the wish to repeat the 
experience. 
The gathering took the opportunity to con-
gratulate Tony Scottorn, (1948-53) the 
founder of the ‘Class of 48 Social Group’, 
on his appointment as a Vice-President of 
the Old Loughburians’ Association.  An 
appeal was also made for the ‘Class of 48’ to give 
maximum support to the Loughborough Dinner on 
the 24th March in honour of Tony’s achievement. 
The climax of our lunch came in the reminiscences 
prompted in all of us by our guest-speaker, ex- 
Loughborough Grammar School master, Ed 
Thorpe, as he recounted his ‘Recollections of 

School Life’.  Ed is currently a member of the Old 
Loughburians’ Association Committee with particu-
lar responsibility for the collation of the Old Boys’ 
Notes. 
Our luncheon was brought to a fitting close with an 
emotional rendering of the School Hymn led by Ed, 
who was in fine voice. 

Lunch  at Royal Tunbridge Wells 2011 Neil Rowbotham 

Facing camera  L-r:  Derek Greasley, Alan Gould, Tony Dakin,  
Wendy Saley, Roger Orchard, Gilly Orchard,   

Back to camera  L-r: Stella Mann, Richard Mann 

What a very pleasant occasion!  Once I 
had mastered the vagaries of the park-
ing at Hotel du Vin and found a space 
next to Michael Parkinson, Lesley and I 
met some very charming OGs and OLs 
– firstly over informal drinks spread over 
a number of rooms and then during a 
splendid lunch in a private dining room.  
I suppose that lunch on a Friday was 
bound to result in a group consisting 
mainly of the retired but it was pleasing 
that we also had some who had taken 
time from working locally as well as 
those who had made the journey. 
There was a lot of laughter around the 
room and much interest in Paul’s iPad 
pictures of the current school arrange-
ments.  It was lovely to meet OLs who 
rarely have the opportunity to venture 
“home” and we look forward to a larger 
group this year.  Paul Fisher addresses the group 
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Durham 2011 

 Events 

If Carlsberg did reunions, then the North East 
Drinks Reception of 2011 would be that reunion. I 
gathered at Cafe Rouge on Saturday 5th March, all 
a bit apprehensive as to what the evening might 
entail (it was my, as well as many others’, first reun-
ion). I had spent the previous couple of months 
badgering undergraduate alumni in Durham to at-
tend via Facebook and to my relief around 25 
turned up, with some even making the trip from 
Newcastle. This resulted in a very young feel to the 
reunion as the average age was probably less than 
30 – a potential OLA/OGA first!  
It was fantastic to see the likes of Paul Fisher and 
John Weitzel after a year or more, it was even bet-

ter to hear about the school’s policy on hiring fe-
male teachers! The nibbles were divine and the 
wine went down a treat as all the ‘poor’ students 
made the most of their £5 tickets by never being 
more than five metres from the tables at all times. I 
also met John Wakefield (1955-62), who helped 
me in finding a local cricket team here in Durham – 
a gesture which I believe typifies the reason we 
have reunions. It’s a great opportunity to meet new 
people and for alumni to help each other out 
through this networking platform. The event was 
such a great success that we were ‘kicked out’ after 
3 or 4 hours and the undergraduates were on their 
way to another night out. Same again in 2012! 

Jim Mellors Shall we go to Exeter? 

Jordan Thelen 

I worked in Exeter in the seventies for a short time 
and I thought the idea of an OLA/OGA lunch in the 
city was appealing. However it seemed a far trek 
just for lunch. We were also hoping to go to Biddie 
O’Connor’s leaving party at No. 2 Burton Walks the 
evening before the SW Lunch on 17th June; it 
seemed like trying to get a quart into a pint pot! 
Could we make the logistics work? We set off from 
home on Friday morning and made very good time, 
arriving in time to have coffee with the Headmaster 
and his wife. 
Twenty people attended the lunch. It was a very 
agreeable occasion and we were pleased to meet 
Philip Feather, Michael Downward and his wife, and 

also all the other 
guests. Conversations 
often began with the 
words “Do you re-
member...” These 
words are the precur-
sor of memories to 
come into mind of dis-
tant schooldays, the 
essential ingredients 
of Old Boy/Old Girl 
reunions. 
All in all a very enjoy-
able day. 

The Durham party 

P
ic

tu
re

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
R

ee
d 

H
al

l, 
E

xe
te

r 
U

ni
ve

r-

Reed Hall 

28 



 

20 Year Reunion 2011  

 Events 

OL Clay Pigeon Shooting 

Five OLs have responded to the call to the colours from 
Roger Stone (1970-74) and the OL Clay Pigeon Team ex-
pect to be in action in the coming season. Roger reports that 
Joseph Page (1999-2006) and Nick Jennings (2001-08) will 
be joining him to represent the OLs against almost 400 com-
petitors in the British Schools and Young Shots Champion-
ships held on April 28th at the E J Churchill ground, near High 
Wycombe.  Earlier in the year, the OLs will be joined by Nick 
Burton, (1967-74) and Sam Krarup (2001-08) plus AN Other 
(could this be YOU?!) to provide two teams for the annual 
Warwick Challenge, open to all schools and former pupils at 
the Wedgnock Shooting Ground near Warwick. 
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My first observation on walking down Burton 
Walks was to notice how many new buildings 
had been built since I had left the school in 
1991. Having stayed in contact with a few peo-
ple from school since then and seeing a few 
current pupils at my local cricket club, I was 
aware that the school had changed somewhat, 
but I was astounded to see how much the 
school had progressed in such a relatively 
short space of time. 
During the tour of the school and the new sci-
ence laboratories it was great fun to reminisce 
about some of the comments made by teach-
ers and pupils during lessons, whilst being able 
to also appreciate how the school was still 
moving with the times and that the learning experi-
ence of current pupils would be equally as fulfilling 
as our own.  
It would appear that the school was making the 
most of the modern technologies available and that 
the design of the laboratories would ensure an en-
tertaining learning environment. 
After the tour of the school, it was good to catch up 
with former teachers and friends whom I had not 
seen for 20 years. I was amazed how well and how 
young the class of 1991 looked and also the ability 
of teachers to recall our smallest misdemeanours 
and sporting abilities.  
The champagne reception sparked off many a con-
versation between teachers and former pupils with 
the ladies and the gentlemen from the class of 1991 
discussing how their lives had progressed from en-
counters at school discos, to running their own 
businesses bringing up families and even some be-
coming teachers. 

The wine flowed during conversation around the 
dinner tables and the names of several non-
attendees were spoken about. There was a strange 
sense of belonging with people whom we had not 
seen for 20 years but connecting in the same way 
as they did 20 years previously. Friendships that 
had began at school were still as strong as ever 
and it was no surprise that nearly all of the class of 
1991 continued onto to our final destination of 
Browns. 
After a couple of cheeky cocktails, I had to vacate 
the party atmosphere but I believe that the party, for 
some, continued until the early hours of the morn-
ing. Many thanks must be given to the OLA team 
for organising the event and to the catering staff, 
the Headmaster and all of the teachers who at-
tended the evening. I had a superb evening and 
look forward to catching up with you and many 
more friends from the class of 1991 in future. 

Paul Kelly 

Clay Pigeon Shooting 

Catching up at the 20 year Reunion  
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Going, Going, Gone! 

 Retiring 

This tribute is reprinted in an edited form from 
The Loughburian with permission. 

Soon after his arrival at 
LGS in 1974, John exhib-
ited particular language 
skills and strengths, becom-
ing the Molière expert par 
excellence, continuing to 
pass on his love of this au-
thor to his charges into his 
very final year of teaching.  
One of John’s abiding pas-
sions in life has been tennis and for many years he 
promoted this sport in school, assuming responsi-
bility for teams. As a housemaster in charge of 
Briggs House he showed strong powers of leader-
ship and unflagging enthusiasm. 
Popular with staff and boys alike, John acquired the 
nicknames Ziggy and the Black Marauder, although 
he has remained stubbornly loathe to reveal their 
true origins. For many years, he co-organised nu-

merous memorable school trips to the USA and 
France, which will always be fondly recalled by 
those LGS and LHS pupils fortunate enough to be 
able to participate.  
As the new Millennium approached, John was at 
the helm in developing a Partnership between LGS, 
local primary schools and Woodbrook Vale Middle 
School in order to assist pupils there with their 
study of French and Mathematics.  
John also distinguished himself in his administrative 
roles involving school publicity and the organisation 
of master classes. These gave children from local 
primary schools the opportunity of learning more 
about Languages, Maths and Science in a fun envi-
ronment. John was also active in the running of a 
stimulating summer school programme at LGS dur-
ing the summer holidays.  
The highlight of John’s contribution to LGS came 
with his appointment as Head of Modern Lan-
guages. John rose to this fresh challenge with typi-
cal pragmatism and determination.   
John will be fondly remembered for his sincere 
friendship, invaluable support, sensible down-to-
earth advice and the ability to converse about the 
apparently mundane in an informed, stimulating 
and humorous way.  
 
 
 

John wished to leave 
with the minimum of fuss 
but we could not allow 
47 years of service to go  
unrecognised. Editor. 
 
John Salter, or JPS as 
so many knew him, 
joined the school in 1963 as assistant housemaster 
in Denton and was soon fully involved in every as-
pect of school life: building up a swimming team, 
running the cross country, Assistant Scout Leader 
and organiser of many trips.  
He married Angelita and returned to run Denton 
House which meant being able to show skills that 
any teacher nowadays would find difficult to match - 
decorating three dormitories, making a tuck room, 
decorating the garage and building a frontage for 
the yard! 
At different times - and sometimes at the same time 
- John was a Head of Year,  assisted with dramat-
ics, ran marketing, was in charge of entrance ex-
ams, ran the UCAS, UCCA and PCAS, master-
minded inspections … to name but a few! 
However I still remember him most for his trains…
the whole school, on two trains to London. His 
“Masterplan” was that half the school would stay on 
for the evening to go to the theatre and the other 
half would return at 5.30. This meant the whole 
school meeting on St Pancras Station at 5.00 and 

an elaborate change from day groups to evening 
groups. We had practised this in the Walks before 
we went…but he had forgotten to factor in London’s 
rush hour! 
In 1985 he was made Senior Master (Admin) after 
several years of writing the timetable and became 
Deputy Head in 1998; finally retiring from teaching 
in 2010, although he still does our timetable for us 
as he is the only person capable! 
For all his involvement outside the classroom, he 
will actually be remembered most for his Maths 
teaching by any boy fortunate to have him. The 
quality of what he delivered was phenomenal: his 
marking always helpful and supportive and the 
hours he gave up running extra classes at exam 
time considerable. When he retired the boys re-
ferred to him as ‘a legend’ which is absolutely true. 

J 
   P 
       S 

John Weitzel 

John Salter John Mellors 

Bob Kerr 

strong powers of leadership and  
unflagging enthusiasm 

I still remember him most  
for his trains 

John Mellors 
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 Retiring 

Going, Going, Gone! 

Barrie Davis 

After 39 
years at the 

school Barrie Davis, the Head 
Groundsman, retired in 2011. For 
most of that time 
he had a special 
responsibility for 
t h e  c r i c k e t 
square, whose wickets were re-
garded as amongst the best batting 
tracks in the County. A slow left arm 
bowler himself, it is perhaps no sur-
prise that he created wickets that 
suited the spinners, and many a 

seam bowler has toiled away without 
success only seeing the ball speed 
to the boundary! He worked hard to 
establish the new playing fields at 

Quorn in the 
1990s and kept 
a close eye on 
the beautiful 

campus. Barrie is looking forward to 
a relaxing retirement being able to 
pursue his interest in seeking out 
archaeological treasure with his 
metal detecting skills.  

       John Weitzel 

Barrie Davis 

amongst the best batting 
tracks in the County 

The First XI square 

Hector Doel,  Captain of cricket 1954, 
comments on the sight of diggers on the 
square: 
“To those of us, particularly boarders, who 
can still see PJ (Chang) Lee manually re-
moving broad leaf weeds from the pitch 
and who were also conscripted from time 
to time to rolling the pitch, the sight of dig-
gers on the hallowed turf is like experienc-
ing some incredibly bad nightmare! This 
must be  true for all those LGS cricket en-
thusiasts who, over the years, had the 
privilege to play on this exceptional school 
cricket ground!” 

Clockwise from top left: A “tricky wicket” in 1892 - LGS bowling to the MCC in 2011 (note the new electronic scoreboard 
top right) - Trevor Tunnicliffe inspecting the new wicket, spring 2012 -  renewing the square, autumn 2011  
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Compiled and edited by Roger Willson 

 LGS Anniversaries 

LGS in 1997  Trips and tours 

Back to normality after the heights of the Quincen-
tenary celebrations of 1995 and the Queen’s visit in 
1996. On the staff, Peter Hopkins retired after ‘two 
innings’ at the School totalling 34 years. As the trib-
ute to him in The Loughburian stated, Peter was ‘a 
natural teacher, blessed with a fine appreciation of 

literature’, a 
person who 
could keep 
pupils and col-
leagues alike 
spellbound by 
his knowledge 
and conversa-
tion. Head of 
the English 
‘Empire’ (the 
D e p a r t m e n t 
was probably 
the most peri-
patetic in 
those days) 
since 1969, 
Peter also en-

thused generations of boys with over 30 cycling 
tours besides playing character roles on stage, un-
forgettable to those who saw them. The year also 

saw the departure of some ‘youngsters’, Messrs 
Doyle, Debney and Ocock, and it was the first full 
year of teaching at LGS for Messrs Alliott, Brewster, 
Mayfield, Tunnicliffe, White and Miss Sarah 
Dawkins, all but one of whom were soon to move 
on to pastures new.  
By 1997 The Loughburian had become a full, 
glossy, well-illustrated, A4 production, but what 
makes things a little difficult for the Archivist is that 
the long tradition of an editorial outlining the major 
events of the School Year was no longer being fol-
lowed. We do learn a lot, though, about the usual 
round of music and drama, trips and tours, sports, 
House competitions, clubs and societies, the CCF 
and Scouts. Julian Rees reported on an annus mir-
abilis for drama in the second year of the Drama 
Studio: productions of Rope starring Stephen 
Ballentyne, Halfway Up the Tree in which major 
roles were played by Dan Reardon, David Osborne, 
Douglas Peddle and Peter Deam, The Alchemy 
Stone and a Fourth Year production of Our Coun-
try’s Good. The finale for the Upper Sixth was a 
production of Grease: School Captain Stephen 

Drott (Mark Cooper took over in September) re-
flected that a huge task was achieved in the amaz-
ing space of just six days, and it played to capacity 
audiences. This was almost the last year of the tra-
ditional First Year Pantomimes on the Hodson Hall 
stage, a vintage production of Aladdin. The 
Loughburian featured a photograph of three appar-
ently un-embarrassed belly dancers! The Choir of 
boys and staff under Peter Underwood continued to 
be busy (and it is a joy to see the resurrection of 
this tradition in the present-day robed Burton Cho-
risters who have embarked this year on a pro-

gramme of choral evensongs in Loughborough and 
beyond). Trevor Lax reported on all the School 
Bands growing in numbers and confidence. Every-
one performed in a memorable “Come and Play, 
Come and Sing” evening in the Hodson Hall follow-
ing the successful gala concerts in Nottingham and 
Leicester in the two previous years. 
There were reports of a very successful Comic Re-
lief day, master-minded by a Lower Sixth Form 
committee, and a mock election (long an LGS tradi-
tion). This time Plaid Cymru, candidate Deniz Gun-
bey, with its ‘Mandelson-like efficient electoral ma-
chine’, recorded a surprising and dramatic victory. 
And then we begin to hear comment after comment 
about the weather in the summer term: ‘It’s official, 
June 1997 was the wettest since 1860’ according to 

David Evans, reporting on a bedraggled Lower 
Sixth Geography Field Course in North Wales, 
though the Scouts, based at Goytre, south of Aber-
gavenney, had better luck with ‘hot and sunny 
days’. ‘Rain, Rain Rain!’ totally spoilt the cricket 
season with, John Weitzel reported, 70 matches 

Peter Hopkins (and bike!) 

John Maffioli, Mark Cooper and Tom Emson  
on the Lower Sixth Geography Field Trip 

pupils spellbound by his  
knowledge and conversation 

70 matches cancelled,  
15 days of complete wash-out 
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Meanwhile, in the rest of the world in 1997. 
20 Jan   Bill Clinton begins second term as President  
2 Feb  Scientists announce cloning of Dolly the sheep 
2 May Labour wins General Election under Tony Blair  
31 Aug  Princess Diana killed in car accident in Paris 
Pint of milk cost 34p 
Pint of beer cost  £1.93 
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LGS in 1997 

cancelled on 15 days of complete wash-out. The 
Tennis season was ‘completely interrupted by the 
weather’ (Was this the infamous year of Cliff Rich-
ard singing at Wimbledon?) and although Ced Da-
vies was able to report on another very successful 
Athletics term – 19 Area Champions, three new 
School records, and Steven Raynes selected for 
the English School Championships – ‘the season 
seems to have been dominated by the rain.’ No 
mention of the weather on Sports Day where the 
Victores Ludorum were Will Price and Oliver Mills 
(First Year), Alistair Jarvis (Second), David Watts 
and William Dobbin (Third), Duncan Happer 
(Fourth), Tom Fanthorpe (Fifth) and Richard Allison 
and Waleed Sbitany (Sixth). The Rugby season 
seems to have been a very mixed bag, but Tom 
Emson was able to report on a much better start to 
the 1997/8 season for the 1st XV.  
No mention of the weather either in the perennially-
keen Jeremy Parton’s reports on the two First Form 
Adventure Holidays at Whitby, two for the first time 

because of the 
great popularity 
of these weeks 
(happy pictures 
of the twisted 
c h i m n e y , 
Loonie’s Leap, 
and raft building). 
There were the 
usual Hadrian’s 
Wall walk for 
Second Formers, 
reporter Vishal 
Bhogaita, and 
P a r i s / B r i t t a n y 
Trip, reporters 
Zardusht Salih 
and Steven Ray-
nes. Messrs Fer-
nandez and Mel-
lors organised 
another Califor-

nia holiday for which, according to Chris Stott, few 
participants had ‘chosen the right apparel, thick 
woollies being needed’, with a snowball fight on the 
ridge of the Grand Canyon. These were the years 
of the memorable expeditions organised by Jim 
Crookes. The report on the 1997 one, the third, ac-
companied by his usual superb photographs, de-
scribed the adventurous trekking in the Hindu Kush 
and the establishment of a link with the Chitral 
School for Physically and Mentally Handicapped 
Children, thus following the tradition of combining 

adventure with good works. 
Near perfect weather for the CCF Adventure Train-
ing Easter Camp in the Lake District (a picture of 
Messrs Beazley and Steele jumping in tandem from 
Eskdale Bridge, George Beazley ‘complete with hat 
and flute until well submerged’!). The RAF section 
had its Easter Camp at Leuchars in Fife, and won a 
‘storming victory’ (says James Moore) at the Cadet 
Meet Competition at Cranwell. It was a very special 

CCF Review Day because, for only the second 
time, an OL was the Reviewing Officer, Captain, as 
he was then, Trevor Soar, OBE, RN. 
A very full Round the Houses section with Abney 
winning the House Championship over, in order, 
Yates, Davys and Pulteney. (I wonder how many 
OLs, not to mention present pupils, are aware of 
who their Houses were/are named after?) Interest-
ingly, someone set a School History Quiz in The 
Loughburian so who can answer these two: In 1893 
how many pupils were being taught at LGS, 53, 103 
or 153?; under Headmaster Kaye in the 1890s a 
new subject was introduced for all pupils – was it 
gardening, knitting or dancing? 
And, for a later Headmaster who was profoundly 
interested in School history, 1997 was also to be 
the last full year of the Neville Ireland era, but of 
that, much more in next year’s Old Loughburian.  

continued 
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The Hindu Kush expedition striding out on the Darkot Glacier 

First Year Adventure holiday  
but who are they  

and where are they now? 

a snowball fight on the ridge of 
the Grand Canyon  
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LGS in 1987 Arts and Sports 

First of all an apology! Once again having to write 
about an anniversary following a 
calendar year when using editions 
of The Loughburian which were 
issued annually in September has 
led me to mis-date the two retire-
ments of Donald Foster and John 
Ling, both of whom in fact retired 
in July 1987, 25 years ago, not in 
1986 as reported last year. Ben 
Faust and Simon Wheddon were 
in their first year with us, and Pe-
ter Welch joined us from Australia 
on an exchange year. Peter Un-
derwood was congratulated on 
the award of his PhD, news of 
which happened to arrive during 
the production of the fifth junior 
musical which he and John Weit-
zel had master-minded, Smike. 
James Wolstenholme took the 
lead role in this, and once again 
several members of Staff took 
principal parts, thus continuing a 
tradition which The Loughburian makes clear goes 
back at least a century. 
It was quite a year for memorable productions. The 

major musical on the Hodson Hall stage was South 
Pacific, which marked the silver jubilee of the En-
dowed Schools’ Opera 
Group, founded by John 
Moore back in 1962. John 
Moore was the Group’s 
Musical Director through-
out this period and was 
also the Director (of stag-
ing) for the first 16 shows. 
It was as a tribute for this 
that he was given a bottle 
of champagne. South Pa-
cific ‘swept along with real 
pace’. Directed by the tire-
less and ever energetic 
Stephen Smith, leading 
male roles were taken by Gary Lowe, Alex Vass, 
Chris York and Michael Tansey, and ‘the chorus 
sang with gusto, especially the boys, many really 
‘in’ their parts as convincing butch, laconic, gum-
chewing U.S. servicemen.’ The Upper Sixth leavers 

from both LGS and LHS put on a memorable per-
formance of Grease at the end of 
the summer term, as usual re-
hearsed from scratch and per-
formed in seven days. Inspired by 
Cyril Engmann, it played to 
packed houses and was, to quote 
The Loughborough Echo ‘full of 
marvellous spectacle, superb cho-
reography and splendid music.’ 
While on the subject of music, The 
Loughburian was able to report 
(written by Jeremy Rodgers and 
Mark Evans) that the Concert 
Band, under  David Tallent, now in 
its fifth year, had 65 players and 
had never been busier. The same 
was true of the School Choir under 
Peter Underwood. Cyril Engmann 
wrote of how much ‘bonhomie was 
experienced at our regular meet-
ings’ with the inevitable ‘rivalry be-
tween tenors and basses.’ Happy 
days, hopefully now a feature of 

the School once again with the re-founding of a 
boys’ choir. 
School buildings feature hardly at all in 1987: we 
had to wait a few years before the new building pro-
gramme of the Neville Ireland years. The only refer-
ences are to a major refurbishment of the Library 
and to the re-opening of the Orangery (now there’s 
a challenge to OLs, how did it get its name?): ‘After 
undertaking open-heart surgery on the Tower (was 
that dry rot?), out of the Ashes of the Orangery – 

that of the settee and glass 
case – has arisen a Phoe-
nix, a permanent exhibition 
area for art.’ In fact this 
was fairly short-lived as by 
Quincentenary year the 
Orangery had become 
what it is now: a ceremo-
nial entrance way to the 
School through the Tower 
with a gallery of framed 
photographs. 
Heart surgery on the 
Tower and a year when the 
official School charity for 

the year was the Groby Road Heart Unit, where 

The Scout Troop at the Big Pit, Blaenavon. 

The cast of South Pacific 

the silver jubilee of the Endowed 
Schools’ Opera Group 

After undertaking  
open-heart surgery on the Tower  
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Meanwhile, in the rest of the world in 1987. 
20 Jan   Terry Waite kidnapped in Beirut  
6 March  180 die when ferry capsizes off Zeebrugge 
31 Aug Michael Jackson releases hit album “ R ed”   
8 Nov  Eleven die from Prov IRA bomb in Enniskillen  
Pint of milk cost 27p 
Pint of beer cost  83p 

continued 

 LGS Anniversaries 

LGS in 1987 

Wilf Massiah had had a successful heart bypass 
operation in 1986. The proceeds of Grease and of a 
Fourth Year Evening 
went to this cause and all 
Second Formers of 
1986/7 will well remem-
ber the Sponsored Bed-
push, held on the Don-
ington Park race track, 
which raised over £2000. 
So much goes on during 
the course of any school 
year that neither the 
termly calendars nor 
these notes give an ade-
quate summary of the 
multiplicity of activities – 
cultural, educational, 
sporting, leisure – which took place week by week. 
So, just a few snapshots are possible: a visit to 
meet our MP, Stephen Dorrell, at Westminster 

‘sitting in on the debate on the events at Wapping’; 
the Sixth Form May Ball 
where the old school din-
ing room was decorated 
as the inside of a marquee 
(The Headmaster was 
heard to compare it with a 
Turkish Delight TV ad-
vert!); ‘At The Front 71 
years on’, one of the first 
LGS battlefield tours, lay-
ing a wreath on the grave 
of OL Frank Cresswell, 
killed in 1916 (see notes 
on 1912); a Tony Culling-
ford-led USSR experience, 
mention of Kate, the 
Intourist guide, who was ‘open and frank, presuma-
bly a product of glasnost’; the traditional Isle of Man 
tour led by Tony Field and Hadrian’s Wall walk for 
Second Formers with Pat Bunting and Hilary Wal-
ters accompanying. John  Weitzel, in his typical un-
appreciative-of-history flippancy was heard to com-
ment on the latter that “about all you see is people’s 
heels, tarmac, grass, stone and endless miles of 
animal droppings”! 
Over a third of The Loughburian was devoted to  
sport. Ced Davies reported on a 1st XV season 

(captain Graham Deacon) which he described as 
‘not such a good one’, though a highlight was a tour 

to Portugal, but the Under 
15 XV under Chris Hawkes, 
with a record of only one de-
feat in its last 14 games, and 
the Under 14 XV under 
James Murphy (points for 
520, against 114) had 
memorable seasons and 
showed the quality of rugby 
on the way through the 
school. In cricket the 1st XI 
had a highly successful sea-
son, under Ian Bell, and 
Martyn Gidley at Under 19 
level and Chris Hawkes at 
Under 15 won England caps. 

Chris was also chosen as The Daily Telegraph Un-
der 15 Bowler of the Year. It was Ced Davies’ 15th 
year in charge of the Athletics Club and there was 
an impressive list of 22 area champions, 12 county 
champions, four All England athletes and nine new 
school records. Sports Day, still at Ten Acre, saw 
Ayman Razek as Junior Victor Ludorum, Martin 
Rudkin as Intermediate, and Chris Shore as Senior. 
The Loughburians of this period are excellent fac-

tual records of school life, 
but do not seem to have 
much in the way of light 
relief which I can use, nor 
was this a period with any 
original prose or poetry 
contributions. We do learn 
though of a special middle-
school election hustings 
where the NDP (National 
Democratic Party) of How-
ard Bassford was cruelly 
defeated by Toby Lewis’s 
BURP Party (British United 
Reform Party).  
 

Our All England athletes - l-r Christopher Shore,  
Tom Parker, James Murphy, Simon Timson 

Chris Hawkes received his England cap from Jonathan 
Agnew with Martyn Gidley looking on 

tarmac, grass, stone and endless 
miles of animal droppings 
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LGS in 1962 A new home in Red House 

The December edition of The Loughburian was 
happy to report the growth of the School: a record 
number of pupils now that the School Roll had 
passed the 700 mark, 152 of whom were in the 
Sixth Form. The number of boarders had risen to 
77 owing to the acquisition 
of Red House (so a Golden 
Jubilee for Red House this 
year), which had been 
opened as a new senior 
boarding house, Barrie Per-
cival having moved there as 
Housemaster with nine 
boys resident at first. An-
other significant event for 
the School occurred in May 
1962 when Headmaster 
Norman Walter was elected 
to membership of the Head-
masters’ Conference. Thus 
LGS joined the Conference 
of 200 leading boys’ 
schools in the country, 
mainly independent and 
direct grant grammar 
schools.  
The prefects and monitors 
now had separate com-
mon-rooms, the monitors 
being housed in H2, only 
thinly divided from H1, the Sixth Form Common-
room. A ‘long-awaited’ Dining Room Annex was 
added, filling in the gap between the Dining Room 

(the Burton Hall is now on this site) and S4 and S5 
in the South Block (Do any OLs remember these 
rooms? And any memories of pre-Burton Hall 
school dinners?). ‘There are now two definite sit-
tings for dinner, and grace is said before and after 
each… And staff now eat behind screens so that 
one can no longer see who or what is the cause of 
the loud guffaws of laughter which regularly ema-
nate from the Staff tables.’ 
The Burton Walks were reported as looking particu-
larly tidy with the laying of kerb stones, giving ‘now 
no excuse for cars to be parked on the verges’. 
Elsewhere the Pavilion on the Ten Acre Sports 
Field, financed and built by the Parents’ Associa-
tion, was nearing completion, and the School Tuck 
Shop was ‘at last opened’ in Clark’s Yard. It was 
proving to be very popular despite a recent Sixth 

Form lecture on fluoridation which had warned of 
the danger to teeth of eating sweets! 
1962 was the first full year for use of the Hodson 
Hall. The whole School could now be fitted com-
fortably into morning assembly, and we are told that 

the singing had been par-
ticularly good. This was 
thought partly because 
non-CCF boys were using 
seventh period on Friday 
for singing, anything from 
folk songs to Gilbert and 
Sullivan, we are told! The 
first School production on 
the Hodson Hall stage 
was Bertold Brecht’s Gali-
leo. With the opening of 
the Hall a new appoint-
ment was made combin-
ing caretaker with the 
School’s first S.S.I. 
(School Staff Instructor) of 
the CCF. This was R.T. 
Sedman, and many will 
remember his successor, 
Fred Harris. Later in the 
year both the first Prize-
giving and Sixth Form 
Dance to be held in the 
Hall took place, and Pat 

and Don Wood were thanked for the Friday night 
dancing lessons leading up to the latter, a regular 
feature over many years. 
One of the legendary ‘giants’ on the LGS teaching 
staff finally retired in 1962. Bill Trowbridge who had 
joined the Staff long ago in 1925: ‘As a teacher of 
Mathematics, his patient, sympathetic interest 
made him particularly successful with boys to whom 
the subject did not come easily.’ New members of 
staff included John Moore who came to take the 
place of Reg Shield as Music Master: John was 
very soon embarking on concerts and on the inau-
gural production for the School Operatic Society, 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance. Among 
new arrivals in September was the Honourable 
Rodney Elton to teach History, I guess the only ti-
tled member of Staff LGS has yet had. It was 
clearly a busy year in every way. One is struck by 
the sheer number of lectures being arranged and 
by the number of School Clubs (Twentieth Century 

The sale catalogue for Red House - later promising 
“Hunting with the Quorn Hounds four days a week”! 

pavilion on the Ten Acre sports 
field was nearing completion 

one of the legendary ‘giants’ on 
the LGS teaching staff  
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Meanwhile, in the rest of the world in 1962. 
4 April James Hanratty hanged for A6 murder   
5 Oct  Beatles release first single “ Love me do ”  
14 Oct Cuban Missile Crisis begins 
12 Dec   “ L awrence of Arabia ”  premieres in London 
Pint of milk cost 1/- ( 5 p )  
Pint of beer cost 2/4 ( 11.5p )  
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Society, SCM, Senior Historical, Davys, Cercle 
Francais, Science, Dramatic, Music, Film, Model 
Aircraft etc). Headmaster 
Walter was obviously 
keen to encourage Gen-
eral/Liberal Studies at 
Sixth Form level, very 
much a feature of the 60s, 
so, for instance, the 
School hosted a third 
Commonwealth Confer-
ence. A lecture on The 
Common Market strikes a 
part icular ly re levant 
theme: “Great Britain was 
in a cleft stick,” explained 
the lecturer:  “Some sov-
ereignty would have to be 
surrendered if we en-
tered, and this would be 
a good thing for Britain”! Two long-standing Sixth 
Form traditions, alas no longer operating, were the 
Murphy Declamations (won in 1962 by D.J.H. Page 
for his ‘amusing declamation against female fash-
ions’!) and the Dexter Memorial Essay Prize (won 
by D.R. West for his essay ‘How far should modern 

church and ca-
thedral architec-
ture conform to 
con tempora ry 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
ideas’). While on 
the subject of 
writing, a very 
thorough History 
of the School 
had just been 
completed by 
D r .  W h i t e , 
whose thesis on 
the subject had 
gained him his 
D o c t o r a t e . 
Speaking to the 
School,  Dr. 
White told of 

several ‘notorious and lazy headmasters, one in 
particular, who was finally persuaded to do nothing 
at home for a pension of £80 a year rather than do 
nothing at School for £100 or so!! We still have 
plenty of copies of this School History if any OL 
would like one, gratis.  
It seems to have been a very successful year in 
sports: an excellent 1st XV season with Sayer, 

Gould and Stamatakis playing for the county. Ten 
boys were chosen to represent the county at the All-

England Athletic Champi-
onships. Congratulations 
were given too to the 
C.C.F. Signals Section 
which had won the first 
War Office Certificate of 
Prof ic iency to  be 
awarded. All those in-
volved in these activities 
and successes will have 
their own memories. 
Plenty of original poems 
and pieces of prose still 
f e a t u r e d  i n  T h e 
Loughburian in those 
days, and indeed the 
editors (Messrs West, 
Page and Moxon) an-

nounced that they were concerned by the prospec-
tive arrival of a rival, ‘Monitor’, which would consist 
of articles deemed ‘unsuitable to The Loughburian’. 
Apparently they need not have worried, proclaiming 
the first edition of the new magazine to be ‘relatively 
tame and harmless’, which is more than can be 

said for many of the magazines compiled by pupils 
over the years which we have in the School Ar-
chives! Unfortunately no copy of Monitor seems to 
have survived, but space was found in the main 
school magazine for delightful snippets on Lower 
School Life (No separate Fairfield for the boys yet). 
One new Dentonian wrote about his first day: 
“Rather a sad one….but once downstairs I changed 
my shoes and fed my mouse” while another new 
boy had a miserable introduction to ‘rugger’: “I ran 
the wrong way with the ball, missed a tackle by less 
than an inch and then passed to one of the other 
side.” I know the feeling!! 

First XI Cricket 1962  

John Salter keeps the Scouts secure 

pavilion on the Ten Acre sports 
field was nearing completion 
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LGS in 1912  A Time for Moral Improvement 
The Titanic disaster, Scott of the Antarctic… sur-
prisingly no mention of either in the 1912 
Loughburian magazines! The only reference to na-
tional events is to a major coal strike: ‘The Coal 
Strike, fortunately affected us very little. The Sci-
ence rooms (now the L-block classrooms and the 
Library) were not warmed for some weeks in order 
to make the supply of coal and coke last out for the 
boiler heating the main buildings (which means the 
rooms in the Tower Block), but the cold was less 
felt by the scientists as they burn much gas while 
at practical chemistry, and do not sit but move 
about. The boarders were cut down to one hot bath 
a week each, but this seemed to suffice.’ 
Under the title ‘Est-ce que vous allez au bain?’ we 
are informed that ‘Mr. Watson will be at the Baths 
(the School did not have its own swimming bath for 
another two decades, so ‘baths’ means the town 

baths in Queen’s Park) every Tuesday and Thurs-
day afternoon with the belt’, though we are not told 
to what purposes Mr. Watson was to put this instru-
ment. Here perhaps lies the reason why ‘there is 
quite a number of boys who have not yet ventured 
to come down and try to conquer the watery ele-
ment’! 

Annual events in the school calendar during these 
years before the First World War were Empire Day, 
(OLs were once again travelling to distant parts of 
the world with their jobs – Valparaiso, The Malay 
States, Bombay, Lagos are among the places men-
tioned, an interesting precedent for the modern mo-
bility of so many OLs), the Athletics Sports, Foun-
der’s Day, the End of Term Service and Prize Day. 
There is an interesting account of the Athletic 
Sports: ‘When Mr Barton fired off the first event the 

gate was rather small, but the ground was soon 
gaily decorated with the many beautiful colours of 
the present day fashion. The Band of the 5th 
Leicestershire Regiment supplied the fair specta-
tors with varied strains of music.’ We also learn that 
great crowds mustered in the outside enclosure so 
that a patrol of the Loughborough Police was hotly 
employed in keeping the excited mob from rushing 
on to the course, and that ‘the heats for the slow 
bicycle race were painfully SLOW.’  
Founder’s Day was observed on 13th June 
(traditionally June 12th has been commemorated 
as Thomas Burton Day). The usual service, at-

tended by the whole school (no more 
than 120 pupils in 1912) was held in 
the Big School when the address 
was given by the Rev. Shepheard-
Wolwyn who ‘devotes his time to go-
ing round speaking at schools and 
happened to be in our neighbour-
hood. He laid much stress on the 
need for plenty of light, air and cold 
water, and on the avoidance of indul-
gence in unhealthy foods, alcohol 
and tobacco. Special stress was laid 
on sane and proper friendships be-
tween boys of a like age and in pu-
rity of thought, word and deed. Joy 

and merriment need not depend, as they were too 
often made to, on the suggestion of what was vul-
gar or worse. Work should not be extended to Sun-
day, either for man or beast, but the day given to 
sober reading, especially of the Bible, and to quiet 
enjoyment of nature.’ There was a similar message 
in the Headmaster’s sermon at the end of term ser-
vice: ‘To any boy possessing the spirit of the sec-
ond verse of Blake’s Jerusalem, anything was pos-
sible. If the whole school could be stirred with this 

A postcard of the school in 1912 

“Where we came from” in 1912 

The boarders were cut down to 
one hot bath a week each  
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LGS in 1912 

spirit; if no boy in it lied, cheated, swore or spoke 
filthily, the influence it might exert in town and 
neighbourhood would be in-
credible.’ 
As usual the Headmaster, Mr 
Turner, also gave the address 
on Empire Day. It was a sign of 
the times that he ‘believed that 
the British Empire has been 
specially chosen of God to 
shelter and set forward the 
worship of Him. But if the Eng-
lish-speaking race let its effec-
tiveness for this purpose be 
impaired by base commercial 
aims, God will cast it out of 
His hand’. Something very 
relevant to today perhaps?  
There is no great mention of 
the school buildings and grounds in 1912 except for 
these items: ‘The following inscription from an old 

doorway has just been painted over the front door 
of the School House: PAX Huic Domui Sit Pax In-
troeunti Sib in hac habitanti Sib et exeuenti PAX.’ (it 
is still there) We also learn that for the End of Term 
Concert, held on the last whole school day in De-
cember, a stage was made up by using ‘the 
benches from the Sloyd Room (handicraft room, 
now L4, one of the computer rooms) as supports.’ 
Of the team given credit for this four were to be-
come casualties of the First World War within just a 
year or two, and Frank Cresswell, who lost his life 
in 1916, is also mentioned as ‘head of the list in this 
year’s shooting’ (at the School Rifle Club) and as 
the lanternist in a lecture given to the whole school 
on ‘Scotland, the Land of the Kilt and the Heather’ 
using ‘slides kindly lent  by the London and North 
Western Railway Company’.  
There is much in the 1912 Loughburian about the 
school’s Barnardo emigrant, Frederick Garratt, who 
had sailed for Canada. Evidently this was a way of 
keeping pupils aware of their own good fortune. 
Support came in the form of charitable contributions 
(the aim was to raise £10 in the year to finance the 
emigrant) and of encouraging boys to write letters 
to him. In a letter to the school in reply, Frank says 
that he has ‘learnt how to plant corn and harrow. 
We have 13 cows and I milk four of them’ - a world 
away from most of the pupils at LGS apart from a 

few with farming backgrounds. The Headmaster in 
his Prize Day speech was urging boys to continue 

their education beyond the age 
of 14: he would, he said, 
‘appeal to the big employers 
in the town on behalf of those 
boys who were liable to be 
tempted away to enter their 
employ’. A reminder, as was 
the description of the Athletics 
Sports above, that this was 
still very much a town school 
with local links. 
Quite remarkably Boy Scout, 
W.J. Mooney of Form V, car-
ried a despatch during the 
holidays from Scoutmaster 
Barradell of Loughborough to 
the Mayor of Appleby in West-

moreland: ‘The performance of this feat required no 
little pluck and physical endurance for Mooney cov-
ered the whole distance on foot, his average dis-
tance per day being 36 miles.’ Equally interesting is 
an article entitled ‘Hints to cricketers’ which in-
cludes this piece of advice to fielders: ‘After a piece 
of hard work, brush back your hair with your hand. 
It shows your keen appreciation of the applause’! 
A ‘full-dress’ inspection of the School by His Maj-
esty’s Inspectors for the Board of Education was 

held in June. The Loughburian comments that ‘the 
feelings of a toad under a harrow are alone compa-
rable to those of Masters and boys under the proc-
ess.’ Once again the reader of The Loughburian of 
100 years ago recognises not only huge differences 
but also plenty of similarities in the workings of a 
school and the feelings of its members between 
then and now. 

Meanwhile, in the rest of the world in 1912. 
29 Mar Death of Captain Scott and companions  
14 April Titanic sank in North Atlantic  
13 May Royal Flying Corps formed 
5 May Vth Olympiad opened in Stockholm, Sweden 
Pint of milk cost 2 pence ( 0 .8p)   

Pint of beer cost 2 pence ( 0 .8p)   

if the English-speaking race  
let its effectiveness be impaired 

by base commercial aims 

The inscription above the School House door 

the school’s Barnardo emigrant, 
Frederick Garratt, who had 

sailed for Canada 
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Obituaries 

 Notes 

Colin Billyard, (1957-64) writes of 
his uncle A.B. (Tony) Culley (1947-
53) 
 
Tony was born in London in 1935, 
and was evacuated, with his mother, 
to a farm in Somerset, during the 
war, after which the family moved to 
Loughborough to join his father. 
LGS was where his love of sport was 
developed, a love which lasted all 
his life. Contemporaries remember 
him well as a versatile sportsman. 
Apart from playing in the 1st XV of 
1952-53, Tony was in the Air Train-
ing Corps and played for 64 Group 
XV in the ATC championships in the 
same season. He was an accomplished gymnast and was an impor-
tant member of 609 (LGS) Squadron Gymnastics Display Team which 
performed in front of the (then) Princess Royal at RAF White Waltham 
in 1952 at the 10th Anniversary celebrations of the founding of the ATC 
(see OLA Magazine April 2001 for detail and photograph). In addition 
he was a very competent athlete and swimmer. 
After leaving school Tony joined the RAF, training in Winnipeg with 
RCAF as a navigator, and was posted to a squadron of night fighters in 
Germany. Between tours of duty he met and married Barbara (née 
Billyard) who is an OG of Loughborough High School and the daughter 
of Frank Billyard, a well-known local butcher in Shepshed. This was 
followed by a tour of duty at RAF Upwood with 35 Canberra Squadron 
serving together with fellow OL Peter Walton (1947-1955) although 
they never flew together. 
On leaving the RAF Tony joined the Civil Aviation Authority as an Air 
Traffic Control Officer: working at Manchester Airport, instructing at the 
College of Air Traffic Controllers at Bournemouth, followed by a tour of 
duty at West Drayton and Singapore, training their ATCs, prior to the 
opening of their new airport. 
Tony lost his fight with cancer on April 28th 2011. He leaves his wife 
Barbara, sons Christopher and Robin, and five grandchildren. He will 
be missed greatly by all of us. 
 
Barrie Percival (1959-99) has compiled this memory of Margaret Mill-
ward (1973-84) 
 
John and Margaret Millward moved to Loughborough from Tudor 
Grange Grammar School in Solihull in the summer of 1973 when John 
became Headmaster following the retirement of Norman Walter. They 
had two children, Alison who was at University and Richard who was a 
boarder at Solihull School. 
From the outset it became apparent that Margaret's focus was home and 
family and supporting John as Headmaster rather than being directly in-
volved in the school. Of course she accompanied John when attending 
school functions and regularly held dinner parties for members of staff as 
well as hosting the termly meetings of the Wives’ Fellowship. Margaret had 
a lifelong passion for gardening and in the garden at No 2 she made 

changes and grew a wide range 
of plants and vegetables. She 
loved the family dog and was also 
enthusiastic about horse-riding 
and enjoyed riding in the country-
side outside Loughborough where 
she had found a farm which had 
horses. 
During their time in Loughbor-
ough John and Margaret bought 
a house at Winsford on the edge 
of Exmoor as their home and 
each holiday they would go 
there where Margaret would 
tend the garden, ride on the 
moor and go walking with John. 
They retired in 1984 to Winsford 
and subsequently moved to 
Taunton where they formed a 
dinner club with their neighbours 
which still exists today. 
Margaret Millward passed away 
peacefully in her 91st year at her 
home in Taunton on 21st Sep-
tember 2011. LGS was repre-
sented at her funeral by Peter 
Sergeant who was appointed to 
the staff by John Millward in 
1985.  
 
Neil Rowbotham (1973-2005) 
remembers Jack Fletcher 
(1982-88) who died on 14th 
February 2012 
  
It was with sadness that we 
learned of the death of Jack 
Fletcher in February this year.  
Although it is some time since 
he responded with “Recklessly 
Fit” when asked of his health, 
Jack was always a character 
who would enliven any conver-
sation. Jack came to LGS in 
1982 having “retired” from being 
a Senior Lecturer in Education 
and the Headmaster of four dif-
ferent junior and high schools.  
He joined the staff as a part-time 
member of the English depart-
ment and threw himself into the 
school’s life with great enthusi-
asm. He sang with the choir, 
played various parts in theatrical 

Compiled  and edited by Tony Cox 

Tony Culley 
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Obituaries continued 

 Notes 

events, such as Mr Bumble in 
“Oliver”, and regularly appeared 
in the Staff Cabarets which were 
a feature of those days, most 
memorably in a “one-
upmanship” sketch based on 
Monty Python’s  “Four York-
shiremen” and as the willing au-
dience stooge for Simon Leese’s 
“Dame Edna”.  Although a previ-
ous leader of a local authority 
school he was never known for 
criticising any of the organisation 
at LGS but simply gave his full 
support to the boys and the 
staff, to the latter giving guid-
ance and the wisdom accrued in 
his long service to the educa-
tional community at large.  We 
were very lucky to have him with 
us but he eventually retired from 
LGS in 1988 and moved to be 
near family ten years later. 
His two sons and daughter at-
tended LES and his wife, Ethel, 
was a stalwart of Fairfield.  To 
them we send our condolences 
and best wishes. 

 
The following obituary appeared 
in the Times Educational Sup-
plement of 14 April 2011. It is 
reproduced  by permission. 
  
Wilfred Atkin (1931-35) was a 
man shaped by experience. 
Born into Depression-era pov-
erty, witness to death and vio-
lence during the Second World 
War, he became determined to 
devote his life to helping others. 

And so the Lincolnshire Headteacher quietly coached class after class 
of deprived pupils to the educational success that he believed would 
change their lives. 
Wilfred Atkin was born in July 1920, the son of a day labourer. He was 
the first child; by the time four more had arrived, there was no room for 
Wilfred in the house and he was sent to live with his grandmother. 
At the age of 11 he won a scholarship to Loughborough Grammar 
School. His father insisted he turn it down: even the cost of uniform 
and books was more than the family could afford. Unable to bear her 
son's tears, however, his mother quietly signed the acceptance form.  
It was not, however, an easy time. Wilfred simply did not fit in with his 
more moneyed classmates: he was the only pupil to do his homework 
by candlelight, the only pupil to pad his disintegrating shoes with news-
paper. It was only his natural sportiness - he played in football and 
cricket teams - that saved him from years of bullying. 
Without funds to support himself through college, he left school at 16 
and took a job as a clerk in an engineering factory. In 1942 he was 
drafted into military service. As an artillery spotter, he was sent behind 
enemy lines in North Africa. Crossing the desert at night, he and his 
comrades were ambushed by Germans, Lance Corporal Atkin's gun 
knocked out of his hand by an enemy bullet. He led his men to what he 
thought was safety. When the sun rose, however, he realised that they 
were in the middle of a minefield. Singlehandedly, therefore, he led 
them out again, earning a Mention in Dispatches.  
The war had a profound effect on him. He had witnessed its full hor-
rors; now he wanted to do something good. Always a religious man, he 
considered joining the clergy but was equivocal about the church. In-
stead, he decided to train as a primary teacher. 
Primary teaching was the only option available to a man with no A-
levels. But it was also the right option. Primary education had won him 
the scholarship that changed his life. He wanted to help other children 
change their lives in a similar way. 
Mr. Atkin found a job teaching juniors at Gainsborough's North County 
Primary. It was a decision of convenience initially, but it was one that 
suited him. North County served a deprived area: many of its pupils 
came from backgrounds similar to his own. Mr. Atkin, therefore, had 
the ability to ensure that education benefited them the way it had him. 
He remained a keen sportsman. As well as introducing shinty - a Scot-
tish version of hockey - to North County, he was an enthusiastic fol-
lower of Gainsborough Trinity FC. He was equally interested in the 
arts: he published several children's plays and was a founding member 
of Gainsborough's arts centre. 
Eventually Mr. Atkin was promoted to deputy head, and served as act-
ing head for two years. But, under a contemporary rule that classroom 
teachers should never rise to head in their own schools, he was over-
looked for permanent promotion. Instead, he took a sabbatical, study-
ing towards a BEd at Bishop Grosseteste College. This degree was a 
source of great personal pride: the realisation of an opportunity he had 
been denied as a young man. 
In the late 1980s, Lesley suffered a stroke. Her husband nursed her 
until her death in 1990. Afterwards he travelled regularly to Spain, 
where a friend lived, learning the language and exploring the country. 
Parkinson's disease eventually ended these travels. Wilfred Atkin died 
on 17th February 2011, aged 90. 

We have been saddened to 
hear of the deaths of: 
 
John Aird Farmer (1938-43) 
who died on 5th March 2011 at 
Leicester Royal Infirmary, follow-
ing a massive heart attack. 
 
Ronald Higson (1966-68) who 
died in Wrexham, Denbighshire 
on 27th April 2011. 
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Obituaries continued 

Notes 

We are indebted to Michael Aris (1945-52) for for-
warding to us the following tribute to Clive 
Priestley CB (1947-53), written by Clive’s wife, 
Daphne. 
  
Clive died on 24 January 2012 following a short ill-
ness. He was always deeply appreciative of the 
teaching, guidance and support of the staff at 
Loughborough Grammar School which enabled him 

to gain a State Scholarship to Nottingham Univer-
sity to read History.  He obtained a good degree 
followed by an MA and also became President of 
the Union. 
Another very significant factor to his subsequent 
career was National Service.  He was commis-
sioned into the Royal Army Educational Corps ‘as 
smart as a Regular!’  He developed a deep interest 
in military history especially World War I which he 
pursued in more depth in retirement.  He always 
considered his period of military service hugely in-
fluential in broadening his experience and maturity 
after University. 
He succeeded in entering the Administrative Grade 
of the Civil Service and was imbued with a life long 
commitment to the public service ethic; a true ‘civil 
servant’.  He obtained a Harkness Fellowship and 
benefited from the year at Harvard and travelling 
throughout the United States.  His last post was as 
Under Secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office.  He 

was awarded the CB (Companion of The Most Hon-
ourable Order of the Bath), and on leaving, joined 
British Telecom on its privatisation. 
Reorganisation within BT led to his decision to un-
dertake independent consultancy and interesting 
and varied commissions followed including work for 
the Metropolitan Police, Docklands, a review of Arts 
Funding in Northern Ireland and also of Directors of 
Museums and Galleries throughout Britain.  He had 
previously headed up ‘Scrutinies‘ of the Royal Op-
era House, the Royal Shakespeare Company and 
the Barbican Centre. 
In retirement Clive worked tirelessly in a voluntary 
capacity, sought after for his wise and expeditious 
chairmanship and invaluable expertise. His interest, 
commitment and effort he gave unstintingly to help 
others. 
His achievements were at international, national 
and local levels.  Following up his great interest in 
World War I he was a key player in the Thiepval 
project which successfully established the Visitors’ 
Centre there.  Most recently he has been working 
hard for a small charity to provide water systems in 
developing countries; the International Water Re-
source Initiative.  
Nationally, he was a Member of the Arts Council, 
Chairman of the London Arts Board, a Governor of 
the Royal Shakespeare Company and long serving 
Trustee of the Trinity College of Music who 
awarded him a Fellowship.  With the Rt. Rev. 
Stephen Oliver, who conducted his Funeral Ser-
vice, he organised the hugely successful Millen-
nium Service for the People of London at St Paul’s 
Cathedral. 
His greatest achievement has been the establish-
ment of the William Harvey Heart Centre for the 
Barts/London Hospitals.  As Chairman of the Board, 
Clive drove the project relentlessly from its incep-
tion to its opening in July 2011.  His outstanding 
leadership is recognised in the Laboratory named 
after him.  The Centre is a legacy of healthcare for 
generations of patients in East London. He was 
awarded a Fellowship of Queen Mary London Uni-
versity in 2011. 
Local involvement mattered to him.  He was an ac-
tive supportive Governor of the local primary school 
and an outstanding Chairman of Hungerford Histori-
cal Association for which he also enjoyed preparing 
meticulous occasional lectures relishing the return 
to studying History. 
Through his life of service in so many causes he 
will be remembered and missed by many. 
  

Clive Priestley CB with Prof Farida Fortune CBE  
at a recent reception for  

the London Hospital Dental Centenary 
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Obituaries 

Notes 

In the News 
A Shepshed 
serv iceman 
is coming out 
of the Royal 
Air Force af-
ter 30 years.  
Chief techni-
cian Troy 
S e a m a n 
( 1 9 7 5 - 8 0 ) 
was born in 

Loughborough and attended Loughborough Gram-
mar School before entering the RAF aged 16 in 
March 1981. Tours included the Gulf, Turkey and 
Gioia del Colle in Italy and he has been based 
across the country, starting at RAF Cottesmore, 
before moving to Kinloss, Coltishall, Henlow, back 
to Coltishall, Marham and finally Wittering.  The 47-
year-old is now preparing to settle back into civilian 
life with his wife Teresa, who he met while shelf-
stacking at Kwiksave in Loughborough, and chil-
dren Rebekka, aged 18, and Raith, aged 15. He 
said: "Initially I signed up for six years, I certainly 
wasn't expecting to stay on for more than that but 
as I moved up the ranks from aircraft mechanic to a 
technician I kept signing on.   

Reprinted from the Loughborough Echo 
by permission 

Troy Seaman is congratulated  
by  Air Vice Marshall Young. 

A local man who 
suffered a severe 
stroke aged just 35 
has published his 
memoirs. A large 
part of ‘Halfway 
Gone - Life and 
Love After Stroke’ 
by Matthew Pad-
more (1983-90) is 
about how he coped with having his life turned 
around by the condition which led to him losing his 
job, wife and most of the movement in the left side 
of his body. 
Despite this Matt, now 40, is lucky to be alive at all 
after spending a week in a coma and six months in 
hospital in Japan where he was living at the time. 
“It was a complete shock,” said Matt who now lives 
with his parents in Barrow. “You never expect 
something like that to happen to you so young. 
“I was working as a teacher in a school in Japan 
and I was packing my bag ready to go to work one 
morning when I just keeled over. 
“After coming out of the coma I spent six months in 
hospital. It’s been terrible, very hard. I’m doing bet-
ter now but the first few years were very tough.” 

Matthew Padmore 

Neil Murphy (1950-58)  
  
A prominent Loughborough businessman and mag-
istrate has died at the age of 69. 
Neil Murphy, a chartered accountant by profession, 
was born in Leicester and moved to Loughborough 
as a child, attending LGS. 
In 1970 he became one of the youngest magis-
trates ever in the country and served as the chair-
man of the Juvenile Bench before being chairman 
of the Loughborough Bench of Magistrates for eight 
years. 
He practised as a chartered accountant in 
Loughborough and Leicester and led the partner-
ship into a large national organisation. When that 
dissolved he reverted back to practising in the 
county until 1994 when he took up a position as fi-
nance director of a manufacturing company in 
Peterborough. He retired from the Bench in 1999 
after 29 years of service and finally fully retired in 
2007. 
Other titles included Director of Loughborough 
Building Society and President of Leicestershire 

and Northamptonshire So-
ciety of Chartered Account-
ants. He was also a trustee 
of The Helen Jean Cope 
Charity. 
He lived in Saxelbye with 
his wife of 44 years, Helen, 
where he died suddenly but 
peacefully of a heart attack 
on July 19th. He also leaves 
two daughters, Rebecca 
and Louisa, and five grand-
children.  
Mrs Murphy said: “He was known to many as a 
friend and touched many lives, particularly through 
the charity. He was a great animal lover and keen 
on aviation. He was a keen sportsman and played 
for the first teams in both cricket and rugby when he 
was at Loughborough Grammar School and also 
played in the first teams for Loughborough Town, 
again for both cricket and rugby. In latter years he 
opened the batting for Rempstone Village cricket 
team. He will be greatly missed 

Neil Murphy 

Reprinted from the Loughborough Echo 
by permission 
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Old Loughburian Golf  Society 2011 

 Golf 

Robert Hallam 
robert@hallam1.wanadoo.co.uk 

Spring Trophy at Longcliffe Golf Club 
 
After the driest April in memory, on a warm sultry 
day the course was immaculate, beautiful and 
short, but judging by the scores not that easy.  
Even the winner Jon Soars did not find the course 
easy, but a birdie 3 for 4 points at the uphill 9th 
helped, as did an eagle 2 net 1 at the dogleg 11 for 
5 points. Dave Barnett also had a birdie 3 at the 
ninth.  
Last year’s winner Achilleas Hatjiosif started his de-
fence with a birdie 2, 4 points. Ken Stevenson trav-
elling from East Yorkshire every year had his 4 
points at 13 and after a good start Steve Hilton had 
trouble at the short but difficult 6th. 
One could say we had old ones, new ones and ne-
glected ones, which made for a most enjoyable 
meal afterwards. 
 
Jon Soars 17 20 37  
Robert Hallam 15 20 35  
Dave Barnett 21 14 35  
Ian Agar 17 16 33  
Achilleas Hatjiosif 14 17 31  
Ken Stevenson 13 17 30  
Malcolm Carrington 12 17 29  
Steve Hilton 15 14 29 
 
 
6th Burton Salver  
OL beat The School at Longcliffe Golf Club 
 
The salver has miraculously reappeared and been 
updated for future matches. 
 

Quincentennial Trophy at Rothley Park Golf Club 
  
Elliot Maddison             17          20      37 
Jon Soars                    18          19          37 
Ian Anderson                19          18          37 
Neil Davidson               19          17          36 
Chris Drane                  16          17          33 
Nick Wainwright            17          15         32 
Oliver Wright                13          18         31 
Rhys Williams              14      17         31  

Autumn Trophy at Lingdale Golf Club 
 
A warm and very windy day proved testing for most 
players. Having survived the first 8 holes Chris 
Drane won by completing the last 10 holes in 1 un-
der fours. Apart from problems at 12 and 14 Rich-
ard Underwood may have won on his first appear-
ance. Dave Barnett achieved the only birdie at the 
long par 5 16th in an excellent second nine. 
 
Chris Drane 17 21 38 
Jonathan Carlisle 19 16 35 
Richard Underwood 17 17 34 
Ian Agar 17 14 31 
Dave Barnett 11 20 31 
Rhys Williams 15 16 31 
Tom Barton 14 16 30 
Robert Hallam 15 15 30 
 
3rd OL V Old Nottinghamians at Notts Golf Club 
 
After a sharp shower on the 1st tee the first nine 
holes were magnificent as always, but cold winds 
made the second nine more difficult. The Old Not-
tinghamians won on points due to late withdrawals. 
 

Chris Drane receives the Autumn Trophy  
from Paul Fisher 

Elliott Maddison receives the Salver for the leading 
Loughburian in the Quincentennial Trophy  
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The Grafton Morrish Campaign 2011 

 Golf 

Ian Anderson 
Dave Barnett 

T h e  n a m e 
Grafton Mor-
rish, by which 
the golf compe-
tition is gener-
ally known, is 
derived from 
the Grafton 
Morrish Trophy 
which is the 
major trophy of 
the  Pub l i c 
Schools Old 
Boys Golf As-
s o c i a t i o n . 
There are two 
other trophies 
played for each 
year these be-
ing the Solihull 
Salver, the tro-
phy of the 
Plate competi-
tion, and the Committee Bowl,  the trophy for an 
extension of the Plate competition. 
 
The competitions are amateur scratch foursomes 
competitions for three pairs of former pupils of 
the school.  There is a qualifying round in May/
June, on one of seven courses to reduce the num-
ber of entrants - usually 105 / 115 - to the 48 which 
will take part in the knock-out 'Finals' in September/
October each year at the Hunstanton G.C. in Hun-
stanton and the Royal West Norfolk G.C. in Bran-
caster.  Most schools field a team of six single fig-
ure handicap players for this scratch competition. 
 
The arrangements for the ‘Finals’ week-end are that 
it starts with a practice day on Thursday.  The Graf-
ton Morrish Trophy knock-out is played from Friday 
morning to Sunday afternoon.  The Solihull Salver, 
for three foursomes pairs on Saturday (Stableford 
scoring), is for first and second round Trophy losers 
and the Committee Bowl, for four teams from the 
Solihull Salver, is on a knock-out basis on Sunday. 
 
Tides at Royal West Norfolk G.C. dictate which 
weekend the Finals are played  - a high tide makes 
the clubhouse inaccessible - but it is always either 
late in September or early in October - preferably 
the first weekend. 
 
This year the qualifying round for our region was 
held at the Leicestershire Golf Club on Sunday 15 

May 2011 and 
the old boys 
team consisted 
of Nick Wain-
wright & Ian 
Anderson, Phil 
Saul & Nick 
Preedy and 
Avraj Ghaly  & 
James Pretty. It 
was a good day 
for golf and the 
team managed 
to qualify in first 
place! 
 
Following last 
year’s success 
in reaching the 
quarter- finals, 
the Loughbor-
ough team of 
Ian Anderson, 

Nick Wainwright, Avraj Ghaly, James Pretty and the 
brothers David and Phil Saul started our campaign 
at Hunstanton against Solihull on Friday 7 October. 
 
The high hopes were short lived when we were 
beaten 2:1 by a very strong team from Solihull who 
went on to the quarter-final stage, before being 
beaten by the eventual winners, Birkenhead. Un-
daunted we  played in the plate competition on Sat-
urday at Brancaster, where we had unprecedented 
success winning the Solihull Salver for the best 
team score. This achievement was underpinned by 
a superb round of golf from Ghaly and Pretty who 
amassed 35 Stableford points, in very windy condi-
tions, and won the individual prize by some margin. 
 
Bolstered by this success we went on to play the 
knock out stages on the Sunday at Hunstanton 
where we beat Bolton 2:1 in the morning and to our 
great joy beat Rugby School in the afternoon in a 
tight match which finished with James Pretty holing 
two gritty 4ft putts on the 17th and 18th to hold onto 
their 1 hole advantage. 
 
We would all like to thank the OLA for their contin-
ued support in this competition and are delighted to 
have won some silverware at long last. A special 
thanks also to Nick Chappell for the kind loan of his 
house which provided us with first class accommo-
dation. 

The winning team 
Back row (l to r) James Pretty, Phil Saul, David Saul. 

Front row (l to r) Avraj Ghaly, Nick Wainwright, Ian Anderson  
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 OLA Business  OLA Business 

1  Present   
Roger Perrett was in the Chair.  Also present were Paul Fisher 
(President), Don Wood (Vice-President), Peter Cannon, Scott 
Charlish, Richard Dalton-Moore, Barry Hackett, Robert Hal-
lam,  John Hammond,  Rob Sayers, Ed Thorpe, John Weitzel, 
and Neil Rowbotham (Hon Sec). 
   
2  Apologies for absence   
Apologies were received from: Andrew Baker, Tony Cox, 
Mathew Everard, Graham Freckelton, David Hallam, Andrew 
Lane (Hon Treasurer), Jim Mellors, Azam Mamujee,  Mi-
chael Pearson (Vice-President) and Sam Waterfall. 
    
3  Minutes of the last AGM   
The minutes of the 2010 AGM were approved and duly 
signed by the Chair. 
 
4  Matters arising 
There were no matters arising raised. 
  
5  Reports  
The Reports by the Chairman, the President and the Honorary 
Secretary were tabled and are available on demand.  Roger 
emphasized how much he had enjoyed his year in office and 
thanked all members of the committee who had helped him to 
build on the solid foundations laid by Peter.  He offered his 
congratulations to Paul and his staff on the excellent examina-
tion results and outlined how he was hoping that we could 
achieve a 20% increase in attendance at events over the next 
12 months.  He planned to develop our understanding of the 
motivations of OLs and the barriers to them attending. 
  
Honorary Treasurer – The draft accounts are shown else-
where.  It was noted that income and expenditure were now 
balanced and that the future should show a surplus. 
The reports were accepted by the meeting.  In discussion Pe-
ter hoped that, in future, consideration might be given to pro-
viding bursaries.  Roger indicated that it was his intention to 
make spending priorities an item for discussion later in the 
year. Neil counseled caution. 
 
Don suggested a joint meeting with the OGA committee once 
a year, this was supported by Peter and Roger agreed to in-
vestigate. 
Roger thanked the Secretary and Treasurer for their reports 
and their efforts on behalf of the Association. 
 
6  Election of Vice-Presidents 
Neil advised the committee on Association rules – that any 
person may be elected a Vice-President in recognition of spe-
cial services that they have provided to the school or the As-
sociation.  In the light of this rule, Scott proposed, Don sec-
onded and the meeting unanimously elected Neville Ireland a 
Vice-President after which Richard proposed, John H sec-
onded and the meeting unanimously elected Tony Scottorn a 
Vice-President. 

7  Election of Officers 
There being no other nominations Richard proposed that all 
nominees be  elected.  This was seconded by Rob and agreed 
unanimously. 
  
The Officers elected for 2011 – 2012 were: 
 
 Chairman – Roger Perrett 
 Immediate Past Chairman – Peter Cannon  
 Honorary Secretary – Neil Rowbotham 
 Honorary Treasurer – Andrew Lane 
 Honorary Editor – Tony Cox 
 Honorary Auditor – Andrew Root 
 
8  Election of committee 
Roger advised the committee that he had spoken to Trevor 
Kirkman, Achilleas Hatjiosif and Matt Everard.  He advised 
that both Trevor and Achilleas felt that they could not stand 
for re-election because they were too stretched with other 
commitments.  Roger stressed that both had asked him to pass 
on their warmest wishes to the Committee and also indicated 
that they may be able to offer assistance in the future when 
time is less pressured.  Matt felt that he would not be able to 
attend meetings following his move to Wasps and he would 
not, therefore, stand for re-election. 
 
No other nominations having been received it was proposed 
by Roger, and unanimously agreed, that those nominated for 
re-election be elected. 
 
The committee elected for 2011-2012 were: 
 
Andrew Baker, Scott Charlish, Richard Dalton-Moore, Gra-
ham Freckelton, David Hallam, John Hammond, Azam Ma-
mujee, Jim Mellors,  Rob Sayers, Ed Thorpe, Rex Walker, 
Sam Waterfall and John Weitzel. 
 
The Secretaries for Cricket (Julian Richardson), Tennis 
(Steven Hatfield) and Golf (Robert Hallam) would be ex-
officio members of the committee.  Barry Hackett was chosen 
to continue to represent the Association at AROPS.  
 
Roger thanked all for their work on behalf of the Association. 
 
Peter asked the committee to consider co-opting OLs with 
appropriate skills. 
 
9 AOB 
There being no other business the meeting agreed that the 
2012 AGM should be on Monday 17th September at 7.30 pm 
and the meeting closed at 8.20 pm. 
 

Neil Rowbotham, Secretary 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
19th September 2011  

held in the Chapel at 7.30 pm 
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Officers and Committee of  the OLA 2011 - 2012 

 Officers and Committee 

President P. B. Fisher 
 2 Burton Walks 
 Loughborough  LE11 2DU 
 
Vice – Presidents J. Deakin 
 Tamarin, Beach Road 
 Port St. Mary 
 Isle of Man  IM9 5ND 
 
 C. W. Edwards 
 7 Sutton Close 
 Quorn  LE12 8AG 
 
 D.N. Ireland 
 25 School Lane 
  Belton  LE12 9TU 
 
 H. M. Pearson 
 41 Tynedale Road 
 Loughborough  LE11 3TA 
 

A. J.  Scottorn 
24 Sowters Lane 
Burton on the Wolds 
Loughborough  LE12 5AL 

  
 P. T. Sharpe 
 43 Grangefields Drive 
 Rothley  LE7 7NB 
  
 D Wood 
 11 Spinney Hill Drive  
 Loughborough  LE11 3LB 

Chairman Roger Perrett 
 3-5 Bedford Square  
 Loughborough  LE11 2TP 
 
Immediate Past Chairman Peter Cannon 
 26 Burton Street 
 Loughborough  LE11 2DT 
 
Hon. Secretary Neil Rowbotham 
 8 Flaxfield Close 
 Groby 
 Leicester  LE6 0EZ 
 
Hon. Treasurer Andrew Lane 
 Messrs. Clear and Lane,  
 340 Melton Road  
 Leicester  LE4 7SL 
 
Hon. Editor Tony Cox 
 169 Main Street  
 Willoughby on the Wolds 
 Loughborough  LE12 6SY 
 
Hon. Auditor A.W. Root  

Andrew Baker 
Lingholme House 
Old Melton Road 
Normanton on the Wolds,  
Nottingham  NG12 5NH 
 
Scott Charlish 
7 The Widon  
Loughborough  LE11 3PE 
 
Richard Dalton-Moore 
36 Mill Lane  
Barrow on Soar  
Loughborough  LE12 8LH 
 
Graham Freckelton 
6 Brick Kiln Lane 
Shepshed  Leics.  LE12 9EL 
 
 

David Hallam 
39 Hubbard Road 
Burton on the Wolds  LE12 5AX 
 
John Hammond 
28 Brook Street 
Wymeswold 
Loughborough  LE12 6TU 
 
Azam Mamujee 
M Cubed Chartered Accountants 
186 London Road 
Leicester  LE2 1ND 
 
Jim Mellors 
5 Grange Farm Close  
Hemington,  Derby  DE74 2TJ 
 
 

Rob Sayers 
Tamborough Farm House 
8 School Lane  
Gaulby   Leics.  LE7 9BX 
 
Ed Thorpe 
32 Avon Vale Road  
Loughborough  LE11 2AA 
 
Rex Walker 
7 Ireton Street  
Beeston  NG9 1FD 
 
Sam Waterfall 
112 Main Street  
Newtown Linford  LE6 0EF 
 
John Weitzel 
15 Avon Vale Road 
Loughborough  LE11 2AA 

Committee 

Ex Officio 
AROPS     Barry Hackett        Cricket     Julian Richardson        Golf    Robert Hallam        Tennis   Steven Hatfield 
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Old Loughburians’ Golf Fixtures 2012 
  

Date    Event      Venue   Time 

Thurs 3rd May  Spring Meeting    Longcliffe GC.    2.30pm to 3.30pm  

 Sun 13th May  Grafton Morrish Qualifying Leicestershire GC. 

 Mon 11th June  Match v School    Longcliffe GC.    4pm to 4.30pm   

 Sat 30th June  Quincentennial Trophy  Rothley Park GC.  12.30pm   

Thurs 5th July  Old Nottinghamians    Longcliffe GC.  3.30pm     

 Wed 26th Sept Autumn meeting    Lingdale GC.  afternoon    

 5th to 7th Oct  Grafton Morrish Finals        

Match v KEGS Birmingham - date and venue tba 

 Programme for 2012 

Old Loughburians’ Association Programme of Events 2012 

April 
 
Fri 27th South East Regional Lunch 
 Hotel du Vin, Tunbridge Wells 
 OLA and OGA 
May 
 
Thurs 17th  City Networking Breakfast 
 Brewin Dolphin Offices 8.30am 
 OLA and OGA 
 
Thurs 17th Evening by the Thames 

London Rowing Club, Putney Bridge 
OLA and OGA 

 
Thurs 24th Scottish Region Lunch 
 Hotel du Vin, Edinburgh 
 OLA and OGA 

June 
 
Fri 15th  South West Region Lunch 

Yalbury Cottage, Dorchester, Dorset  
 OLA and OGA 
 
Sat 16th  2002 Leavers' 10 Year Reunion 

  Loughborough Grammar School 
 OLA and OGA 
 
September 
  
Sat 15th 1992 Leavers’ 20 Year Reunion 
 OLA and OGA 
October 
 
Fri 26th OLA London Dinner 
 House of Lords 

The London Dinner - Friday 26th October   

To celebrate 125 years  of the Association we are extremely grateful to The Lord Elton TD for offering us the 
hospitality of the Cholmondeley Room at the House of Lords for our 2012 London Dinner. This event is usu-
ally a splendid evening but we are hoping that the location will make this one even more special.  Put the 
date in your diary and apply when you receive the flyer or you may miss out! 

 

3 Schools’ Century Cycle Challenge 2012 
The Challenge: 100 mile day cycle ride round Leicestershire & Rutland on Sunday 23rd Sept 

 LES is teaming up with Ratcliffe and Oakham in a great fundraiser for the schools and LOROS 
CYCLISTS register at www.centurycyclechallenge.co.uk 

Evening party: hog roast, cash bar, music and children’s entertainment.  Helpers needed! 
Contact Susie Bromwich on 01509 638920    
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