
1 

 

Our Lady’s  

Convent School 
 

PPSA Newsletter 

 

 

Sister Mary 

Angela Bennett 

1930—2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial content: 

Mary Hopkins 

ppsa@olcs.leics.sch.uk 

It is lovely to share good news, 
such as new arrivals, weddings or 

career success so do please keep in 
touch with us and let us know your 

memories or achievements on 

ppsa@olcs.uk.net 

Dear all,  

Thank you everyone for all the 

kind words and thoughts which 

we received following the 

announcement of the death of  

Sr. Mary Angela. 

A lovely service was held in the 

School Chapel where many 

friends, former staff and past 

pupils were able to gather to say 

farewell. 

Sr. Teresa gave an insight into 

Angela’s life, and the lady we 

knew in our many ways was 

remembered. 

The school choir supported the 

service and we were able to 

congregate in the cloisters for 

refreshments provided by the 

school caterers.  

We have dedicated this 

newsletter to Sr. Angela with the 

address given by Sr. Teresa 

Molloy, Provincial, at the service. 

Mary Hopkins 

We welcome you and thank 
you all for standing with us 
today as we pause to reflect 
on the life of Sr. M Angela 
who enriched the lives of 
many as she journeyed 
through life. 

Sr M Angela’s childhood 
years were spent in 
Stamford where she was 
born on 23

rd
 January 1930. 

Her initial contact with our 
Congregation took place 
when she became a 
boarder at a school in 

Barton which was managed 
by the Sisters of Providence. 
Following the closure of that 
school, she transferred to 
Our Lady’s Convent School, 
Loughborough, to complete 
her education and where 
eventually she became Head 
Girl. Her peers, many of 
whom are present today, 
agree that she was a gifted 
and talented pupil who 
excelled in the classroom, on 
the sports fields and on the 
playground, of course! There 

Sister Mary Angela Bennett 

23rd January 1930 - 3rdOctober 2017 



2 

is a certain poignancy about 
the Funeral here in this 
chapel where Sr. M Angela, 
as a young girl, would have 
knelt and worshipped on so 
many occasions during her 
school life. 

At the age of eighteen 
Angela could have taken 
her pick from a variety of 
career paths but instead 
she abandoned whatever 
dreams and plans she had 
and decided to test out 
Religious Life. Her parents 
were utterly bewildered and 
her father, in an effort to get 
her to change her mind, 
arranged a couple of 
holidays for her in Paris. 
Eventually, after much 
discussion and not a few 
tears, her parents bowed to 
her wishes and she joined 
the Novitiate.  Once she 
walked over the threshold of 
this Convent, she never 
looked back. By the year 
1952 when Angela had 
completed both her 
Religious and teacher 
training, her first teaching 
post was in London 
followed by a period in Earl 
Shilton and also Cardiff 
where she was destined to 
return as Head teacher in 
later years. The year 1968 
saw her return to her alma 
mater as Head teacher, a 
position she retained until 
1985.  

She piloted Our Lady’s 
Convent School, 
Loughborough, through 
both calm and, at times, 
choppy waters with 
enthusiasm and steely 
determination. She set the 

bar very high and she 
expected the staff and 
pupils to do likewise. ‘Half 
measures’ were never 
allowed either from staff 
members or from the 
youngest pupil in the school. 
All through the years she 
worked with unfailing 
dedication with her mind 
focussed on the goal which 
was, to empower all the 
pupils to challenge 
themselves to achieve even 
more than they ever dreamt 
they were capable of 

achieving. It is an enduring 
tribute to her that many past 
pupils and former staff 
continued to maintain 
contact with her throughout 
her long life. She was a 
colleague, a friend and a 
wise guide to many who 
crossed her path. She was 
very direct and upright and 
had the wisdom and insight 
to know when to show 
compassion and when to 
challenge because integrity 
was more important to her 
than popularity.  

The year 1991 saw the 
end of her ministry in the 
education of young people 
as she undertook a 
leadership position within 
the Congregation to which 
she applied herself with 
the same zeal and energy 
so evident throughout her 
life.  

Sr. M Angela’s life took yet 
another direction 17 years 
ago as she packed her 
bags and joined the little 
community in St. Marie’s 

Convent in Rugby.  

There she worked closely 
with the Rosminian 
Fathers, visiting older 
people, taking 
Communion to the sick 
and housebound and 
generally immersing 
herself wholeheartedly in 
the life of St. Marie’s 
parish. She is fondly 
remembered by many of 
the parishioners there, 
some of whom are 
present with us today. 
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 Underpinning all of her 
life’s work, on behalf of 
others, was her deep faith 
which sustained her all 
along life’s journey. Gospel 
values, daily Mass and 
time spent in prayer 
formed the bedrock of her 
life. She understood that 
whatever ministry she was 
asked to undertake was 
God’s will for her and that 
belief spurred her on to 
always give of her best 
with great generosity and 
kindness. The words of the 
Prophet, “This is what God 
asks of you: to act justly, to 
love tenderly and to walk 
humbly with your God”. 
(Micah:6)  guided her 
through the ups and downs 
of her life. 

It would, of course, be a 
mistake to imagine that Sr. 
Angela’s life was all work 
and no play.  Indeed, she 
loved to sit down with her 
friends for a chat and a 
laugh with a glass of 
Dubonnet and lemonade! 
She always looked forward 
to spending time with her 
family and her extended 
family in Cornwall. Her 
sister-in-law Rosemary and 
her niece, Andrea, are with 
us today. Sadly, her only 
surviving brother, Cyril, his 
wife Pricilla and their family 
cannot be with us as they 
live in Australia but our 
thoughts are very much 
with them at this time. As I 
said, Sr. M Angela enjoyed 
her leisure time which 
involved, sharing meals 
with friends, walks in 
Bradgate Park on a 

Sunday morning, trips to the 
cinema, reading and 
listening to music. During 
the summer holidays she 
enjoyed coach trips to 
various scenic areas around 
the country. Among the 
highlights over the years 
were her trips to the shows 
in London which she really 
enjoyed. In fact, Sr. Celine 
recalls that when they both 
went to see the show, ‘Me 
and My Girl’, Angela got so 
absorbed that Celine had a 
job keeping her in her seat 
during the performance of 
the Lambeth Walk! 

In 2013, Sr. M Angela 
experienced serious health 
problems. She bade a sad 
farewell to her friends in 
Rugby and moved to 
Rosmini House where she 
was lovingly cared for by Joy 
and her team of carers. On 
behalf of all of us I wish to 
express our gratitude to Joy 
and all the carers for 
accompanying Angela so 
tenderly during her last days 
which were truly peaceful 
and serene. 

On behalf of the community I 
wish to thank: 

All of Sr. M Angela’s friends, 
colleagues and past pupils 
for their support and 
messages of sympathy; 

Fr. Simon and the 
Rosminian Fathers for their 
kindness and support and 
for leading us in prayer and 
worship today; 

Dr. Julian Murphy and the 
school staff who have been 
busily organising and 
carrying out all the work, 

behind the scenes, with 
outstanding generosity, 
in preparation for  
Sr. M Angela’s  Funeral 
and also for allowing us 
the use of the Chapel 
and dining room; 

Noel Henry, school 
music teacher, and 
members of the school 
choir who will, I know, 
greatly enhance our 
Liturgy today with music 
and singing. 

 We look forward to 
meeting and chatting 
with all of you in the 
cloisters and dining 
room where 
refreshments will be 
served. 

Angela, thank you for 
journeying with us for 69 
years with such 
generosity of spirit and 
kindness. “Until we meet 
again, may God hold 
you in the palm of His 
Hand.” (Irish Blessing) 

 

Thank you all. 

Sr. Teresa Molloy 


